4 , 0 _ © 


EE MARIE 
NSD Magdalens Funerall 
Era ; Teares, 


r 2 


TJeremiz. 
Cetit.6, Veſe. 26, 


{ LuQum vnigeniti 
fac tibi planztum 
Ama; 


- 
0, - 
bt 
= . 
[ . 
Fiz ” - 
4 4 
"24 . 
; 4 


WV 
Printed by 1. R. for W. L. lt 
S39% ol 


To the worſhipſull and 


yertuous Gentlewoman, Mi- 
ſtreſle D. A. 


- OO ———S — CR 


| Our vertuous requeſt 


K| gaue the force of a 
SEF | comaundement, won 
*—-—= meto ſatisfie your de- 
_ votion, in penning ſome little dif- 
courſeof theblefled Mary Magda- 
len, And among other glorious ex+ 
amples of thys Saints life , I haue 
madechoile of her Funeral Teares, 
in vvhich as ſhee moſt vitered the 
great vehemencie of her teruent 
loueto Chriſt, ſo hath ſhee given 
A2, ther- 
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| The Epitte 

therein largeſt ſcope to dilate vp- 
2k the ſame: athcameplealing [ 
ope vnto your ſelfe, & fitteſt tor 
this time, For as paſsion,and cſpe- 
cially thisof loue, is in theſe dayes 
the chicfe commaunder of moſt 
mens aCQions, &the Idolto which 
both rongues and pennes doe (a- 
crifice theyr ill beſtowed labours : 
ſo is there nothing nowe more 
needefull to-bee intreated, than 
how to direQttheſe humours vnto 
their due courſes, and to draw this 
flood of affeRions into the right 
chanel. Paſsions I allow, & loues 
I approoue, onely I would with 
that men would alter their obie&t 
and better theyr intent. For paſsi- 
ons beeing ſequels of our nature, 
and allotted vnto vs as the hand- 
maides of reaſon: there can be no 
doubt,burt that astheyr authour is 
good, 


Dedicatorig. 
z00d,andtheir end godly: ſotheic 
vicrempered inthe meane, imply- 
eth no offence, Loue is but thein- 
fancie of true charity, yet ſucking 
Natures teare, and ſwarhed in her: 
bandes, which then groweth to 
perfeQion, when faith beiides na- 
turall motiues, propoſcth higher 
and nobler grounds of amity. Ha- 
red and anger are the neceſſaric 
officers of prowelle & iuſtice,cou- 
rage being cold and dull, and Iu- 
ſtice in due revenge ſlacke & care. 

[ lefle, where hate of the fault doth. 
not makeit odious,& anger ſetteth 
not an edge on the ſword that pu- 
niſheth or preuenteth vvronges. 
Deſire and hope are the parents of 
diligence and induſtrie, the nurſes 
of perſeuerance and confſtancie, 
the ſeedes of valour and magnani- 
mitie , the death of ſloth, and the 
A3 . breath 
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The Epiſile 
breath ofall vertue. Feare and dif. 
like are the ſcoutes of diſcretion, 
the herbingers of vviſedome and 
pollicie, killing idle repentancein 
thecradle, andcurbing raſhneſle 
vvith deliberation . Audacitie is 


the armour of ſtrength, and the 


guide to glory,breaking the Iceto 
the hardeſt exployrtes , and crow- 
ning valour vvith honourable vic- 
torie, | 

Sorrow 1s the ſiſter of mercie, 
anda waker of compaſsion , wee- 
ping with othersteares, and gree. 
ned with theyr harmes. It is both 
theſalue and (mart of linne,curing | 
that vvhich it chaſtiſeth vvith true 
remorſe, and preuenting neede of . 
nevv cure vvith the detcſtation of - 
the diſeaſe. Diſpaire of ſucceſle, is | 


- abitte againſt evill attempts, and 


the hearſe of idic hopes, ending 
endleſle 
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Dedicatorie, 
endleſſethinges in their firſt moti- 
on,to begin, True ioy isthereſt & 


. reward of vertue, ſeaſoning diff- 


culties vvith delight, and giuing a 
preſent aſſay of future happineſle, 
Finally, there is no paſsi6 but hath 
aſeruiceable yſe eyther inthe pur- 
ſuite of good, or auoydance of e- 
uill, and they are all benefits of 
Godand helpes of nature, ſolong 
as they are kept vnder vertues cor- 

rection. | 
But as too much of the beſt is 
euill, and exceſle in vertue vice: 
ſo paſsions let looſe without lim- 
mits, are imperfeQions, nothing 
being.good that wateth meaſure, 
And as the ſea is vnfit for trathick, 
not onely vvhen the windes are 
roo boiſterous, but alſo when they 
are too ſtill, and a middle gale and 
motion of the waues ſeructh _ 
the 


The Epiitle 


the ſailers purpole: So neithertoso- 


ſtormienor too calme a mindegt- 
 _ueth Verve the firſt courſe, but a 

middle temper betweene them 
both, in which the vvell ordered 
| Paſci6s are wrought toproſecute, 
nut ſuffered to peruert any vertu- 
ous indeuovur. Such yvere the paſ- 
ſions of-this holie Saint, vvhich 
were not guides to reaſon, but ar- 
tendants vppon it, and commaun- 
ded by ach aloueas could neucr 
exceede, becauſe the thing loued 
was of infiniteperfeQtion, And if 
her weakeneſle of faith, (an infir- 
mitierhen common to all Chriſtes 
Ciſciples) did ſuffer her vndexſtan- 
. ding t0bedeeciued, yet was her 
will ſo ſerledina moſt {incere and 
_ perfect loue, that it led all her paſ- 
tons withthe ſame byas, recom- 
penling the want of belicſe, wal 
. rnE 
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Dedicatorie; 

the ſtrange effeCts of an excellent 
charitie. This loue and theſe paſ- 
ſions are the ſubieQt of thys diſ- 
courſe, which though it reach not 
to the dignitic of Afaries deſerts, 
yet ſhall I thinke my indeuors wel 
appayde, if it may woo ſome skil- 
fuller pennes from vnwoorthy la- 
bours, either to ſupply in this mat- 
ter my want of ability, or in other 
of itke piety, (wherot the ſcripture 
15 full) ro exerciſetheic happicr ta- 
lents . I knowe that none can ex- 
prelle a paſsionthart he feeleth nor, 
neither dooth the pen deliver bur 
what it coppieth out of the mind. 
And theretore {ith the fineſt wits 
areno\w giuen to write paſsionate 
diſcourſes, I would with them to 
make choiſe of ſuch paſsions, as it 
neyther ſhould be ſhame to viter, 
nor {inneto feele, | 

| Bur 


| The Epiſile 

Bur vvhether my wiſhes in this | 
behalfe take efteQt or not, I reape 
at the leaft thys rewarde of my 
paines, that I haue ſhevved my de- 
lireroaunſwere your curtelie,and 

{er forth the due prayſes of 
this glorious 
ſainr. 


Tour louing friend. 
S, VV, 
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Any ſuting theyr labours to 

the popular vaine, & gut- 

ded by the gale of vulgar 
breath, hane diuulged di- 

vers patheticall diſcourſes, in which if 

they had shewed as much care to pro- 

fit , as they haue Aone atſire to pleaſe, 

theyr workes would much more haue 
honoured their names, & auailed the 
Reader , But it is 4 iuit complaint a- 
 mone the better ſort of perſons, that 

the fineft wits looſe themſelues in the « — 
waineſt follies, ſpilling much Art in 

ſome idle fanſie , and leauing theyr 
workes as witneſſes howe long they 

haae beene in trauaileto be in fine de. 
 linered of a fable . And ſure it s 4 

thing greatly to be lamented,that men 
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|  Tothe Reader. 
of fo high conceite, shouldſo much a= 
sfe their habilities , that when they 
haue racked them to the witermeſt 
endeaor, all the prayſe that they reape 
of their imploiment confifteth in thus, 
that they haue wiſely tolde a foolish 
tale, & caricd a long lie very ſmacth+ 
Tetatheend, Yet this inconvenience 
mieht fide ſome excuſe,if the drift of 
their diſconrſe lenelled at any virtuous 
marke, For in fables are often fignred 
merrall truths, and that couertly ut- 
zered to a common good, which with- 
out a maske woalde not findeſofree 4 | 
paſſage, But when the ſubſtance of the 
worke hath neyther truth nor proba- . 
bilitie , nor the purport thereof ten- | 
deth to any honeft end, the writer is ; 
rather to be pittica then praiſed, and 
his bookes fitter for the fire than for . 
the preſſe, This cemon ouerſight more | 
haue obſcraed the eadeuored to falue, 
eucry one being able toreproue , none 
willing t107eareſſe ſuch falts, authori- 


ſed 


| Tothe Reader. 
ſed eſpecially by generall caſtome, And 
' though if neceſsitie (the lawleſſe pa- 


tron of enforced ations )had not more 


preuatled than choiſe, this worke of ſo 
different a ſubiett from the aſuall 


waine, Should haue beene no eye-ſore 


to thoſe that arepleaſed with woorſe 
matters, Tetſith the copies therof flew 
ſo faſt,and ſo falſe abroad, that it was 

in danger to come corrupted to the 

print,it ſeemed a l:fſe enil tolet it flie 
fo common view inthe natine plume, 

and with the owne winzes, than diſ- 

guiſed in a coat of a baſtard feather or 

caſt off from the fiſt of ſuch a correftor, 

as might happily haze perrished the 
ſound, and imped in ſomeſicke and (s- 

rie feathers of his owne fanſies. It 

way be that curteous 5hill will reckon 

this thonzh courſe in reſpett of others 

exquiſite labors, vot _ to entertain 

wel tempered humors,both with plea- 
ſure and profit , the ground thereof” 
being in ſcripture , and the forme of 
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Torthe Reader. 
enlarzing it, an imitation of the att 
tient Dottours, in the ſame and other 
points of like tenour. This commoditie 
at the teaſt it will carrie with it, that 
the Reader may learne to loue with- 
out improofe of puritie, «nd teach his 
thoughts eyther to temper paſsion in 
the meane, or to gine the bridle onely 
where the exceſſe cannot be faulty. Let 
theworke defend it ſelfe, & enery one 
paſſe hs  ſenſure & he ſeeth canſe, Ma- 
nie Carpes are expetied when curious 
eyes come afiching. But the cares «l- 
ready taken, andpatience wayteth at 
the table, ready to take away , when 
that aish is ſerued in , and io make 
roome for others to ſet onthe deſired 
frutte, | 


S. VV, 
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MARIE M AG- 
dalens funerall 


- reares, 


> © A@f\ Mongſt other mourn- 
: 2s full  cidenr of the 
| z\\2Paſion of Chriſt,thar 
SAS loue preſenteth it ſelfe 
vnto my memory,with which the - 
bleſſed Mary Mazdalenlouing our 
Lord more then her life, followed 
him in his iourney to his death, at- 
rending vppon him whea his Diſ- 
ciples fled, and being more willing 
to die with him, then they to live 
without him, But not finding the 
fauour to accompanic him in 
death , and loathing after himto 

remaine 
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Mary Magdalens 
remainein life, the fire ot her true 
affeCtion enflamed her heart , and 
her enflamed heart reſolved: into 
vnceſſant reares, fo that burning 
and bathing berweene lone and 
efcefe, ſhee led alyfe euer dying, 
and felt a death neuer ending. And 
when he by whom ſheelined was 
dead, and ſhee for whom he dyed 
enforcedly left aline, ſhee prayſed 
the dead more then the living , & 
baying loſt that light of her lyte, 
ſhedelircd to dwell in darkeneſle, 
and in the ſhadow of death choo- 
fing Chriſtes Toombetfor her beft 
home, and his corſe for her chiefe 
comfort, For cMary (as the Euan- 
gelift ſayth) Stoode without at the 
Tombe weeping. 

But alas hovve vnfortunate is 
thys vvoman , to vvhom neyther | 
life will affoord adelired farewell, 
nor death allowe any wiſhed wel- 
come? She hath abandonedthe li- 

| uing 


_ Fanerall Teares. 2 
uving and choſen the companic of 
the dead, and now. it feemeth thar 
cuenthe dead haue forſaken her, 
{1th the corſe ſhee ſceketh is taken 
away from her. And this was the 
cauſe that. loue induced her to 
Rand, and ſorrow enforced her to 
weepe. Her eye was watchfull ro 
ſecke whom her hart moſt longed 
to enioy , and her foote in a redi- 
neſſe to runne, if her eye ſhould 
chaunce roeſpic him. And there- 
fore ſhe ſtandeth to be ſtil ſtirring, 
preſt to watch euery way,and pre- 
parcd to goe whether any hope 
thould call her , But ſhe wept be- 
cauſe ſhee had ſuch occaſion of _ 
ſtanding , and that which moued 
her to watch, was the motiue of 
her teares, For as ſhee watched to 
finde whom ſhee haſt loſt , ſo ſhee 
wept for hauing loſt whom ſhee 
loued, her poorceyes being trou- 
bled at once with two contrarie 


m—_—— —— — Xx 
| 
| Mary Magdalens 
offices, both to be cleare in ſight | 
the better to ſecke him, and yer 
cloudy with teares for miſsing the 
ſight of him, | 
'Yet was not thisthe entrance 
but the encreaſe of her griete,not : 
the beginning bur the renewing | 
of her mone. For firſt ſhemour- *' 
ned forthe departing of his ſoule : 
out of his bodie, and now ſhe la- 
mented the taking of his body out |. 
ot the graue,being puniſhed with | 
two wreckes of heronly welfare, 
both full of miſerie, but the laſt: | 
without all comfort. The firſt ori- 
ginall of her ſorrow grew becauſe 
 ſhecouldnot enioyhim alive : yet 
this ſorrow had ſome ſolace, for 
that (hee hoped to haue cnioyed : 
him dead. : 
| But when ſhe conſidered that ! 
his life was alreadie loſt, and now | 
not ſomuch as his bodie could be 
tound, ſhee was wholly daunted 
=... 
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Funerall Teares, 
with diſmay, ſith this vnhappines 
admitted no helpe. She doubred 
leaſt the loue of her maiſter (the 
onely portion that her fortune 
had left her)wou!d ſoone languiſh 
in her cold breſt, if. it neyther had 
his words to kindle it, nor his pre- 
fence to cheriſh it, nor ſo much as 
his dead aſhes to rakeit vp , Shee 


. hadprepared her ſpices, and pro- 


uided her oyntments , to pay him 
the laſt rribute , of externall du- 
ties. Andthough 1oſeph and N#- 
codemnus had alreadie beſtowed a 
hundreth pounds of Mirrhe and 
Aloes:,; which was in quantitie 
ſuficienr, in qualitie of the beſt, 
andas well appliedas art and de- 


; uotioncould deuiſe: yet ſuch was 
] her loue, that ſhee would haue _ 
| thought any quantine too little, 


except hers had beene added, the 
beſt in qualitic too meane, except 
hers were with ir, & no diligence 
f Ks | B 243 in 
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| Mary Magdalens 
in applying it enough, except her 
ſeruice were init .. Not that ſhe 
wasſharp incenſuring that which 
others had done;bur becauſe loue 
 madeher ſo deſirous to doe all her 
ſelfe, that though althad beene 
done thar ſhecould deuiſe, and as 
well as ſhe could wiſh, yet vnleſle 
ſhee were anActor ir would not 
ſuffice, ſith louc is as eager to be 
vttered ineffeRs, as it is zealous in 
rue affection, She cametherfore 
nowe meaning to embalme hys 
corpes,as ſhe had before annoyn- 
ted [his feere, andtopreſeruethe 
reliques of his bodie, as the only 
remnant of all her bliſſe. And as 
in the ſpring ofher felicity ſhe had 
waſhed his feete with her teares, 
bewayling vnto him the death of 
her. owne ſoule.: ſo nowe ſhee 
came in the depth of her miſe- 
rie,, to ſhedde them a freſh ſor 
the death of hys bodye ,. But 
:-.] when 


. Funerall Teares, 4 
when ſhee ſawe the graue open, 
and thebodie taken our, the labor 
of embalming waspreuented, bur 
the cauſe of herweeping encrea- 
ſed, and heethat was wanting to 
her pbſequies, wasnot wanting.to 
her teares,and though ſhee found 
not whom to annoynt, yet found 
ſhe whomto1ament. 

And not without cauſe did Ma- 
rie complaine, finding her firſt 
anguiſh doubled with a ſecond 
griefe,and being ſurcharged with 
two moſt violent ſorrowes in one 
afflitted heart . For hauing ſetled 
her. whole affection vpon Chriſt, 
and ſummed all her-«defires and 
wilhes intothe loue of his good- 
neſle, as nothing could equall his 
 Worthes: ſo was there not inthe 
whole world, eyther a greater be- 
nefite for her to enioy than him- 
ſelfe, or any greater domage polsi- 
blethan his loſle, O- 

DE © The 
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eMury Maedalens 


The murdering in his owne 


death, rhe life of all lifes, left a ge- 
nerall death in all living creatures, 
and. his 'deceaſe not onely diſro- 
bed ournatureof her moſt royall 
ornaments, but impouiriſhed the 
| world of all higheſt perfeQtions. 

VVhartmaruell therefore though 
her vehement loue to ſo louely 2 
Lord, beeing after the wrecke of 
his life , now alſo depriued of his 
dead bodie, fedle as bitter pangs 
for his loſſe;as before it taſted ioies 
in hisprefence , and open as large 
an iſſue to teares of ſorrow , as 
Euer heretofore to teares of con- 
tentment? And though teares 
were rather oyle than water to 
her flame, aptertonouriſhthan di- 
miniſh her greefe: yet now being 
plunged inthe depth'of paine, ſhe 


yeelded her ſelfe captiue to all dil- . 


comfort, carrying an overthrown 
minde ina more enfeebled bodie, 
and 
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Funtrall Tears, F 
andflill buſic indeuiſing, but ever 
doubtfull in detining what ſhee 
might beſt doe. For what could 
a ſilly woman doe but weepe, that 
floating in a ſeaof cares, found 
neither care to heareher,nor rong 
to directher, nor hand to helpe 
her, nor hart to pitty her in her 
deſolote caſe? True it isthat Peter 
and John came. with her to the 
Tombe, and to make triall of her 


. report were both within it : but as 


they were ſpeedic in comming, 
and diligent in ſearching, ſo were 
they as quicke to.depart,and feare- 
full of farther ſeeking, And alas, 
what gained ſhe by their coming, 
but two witneſſes of her loſſe,two 
diſmayers of her hope, and two 
patternes of a riew diſpaire? Loue 
moouedthemrocome, bur their 
loue was-ſoone conquered, with 
ſuch ſeare, that it ſuffered them 
not to ſtay, But Aary hoping in 

| diſpaire, 


Mary Magdaelens 
diſpaire, and perſcucring in hope; 
ſtood without feare, becauſe ſhe 
now thought nothing left thar 
ought to be feared. For ſhee had 
loſt her maiſter to whom ſhe was 
ſo entirely deuoted , that he was 
therotall of her lones, the heighr 
of her hopes,and the vttermoſt of 
ker feares, & therfore beſide him, 
ſhecould neither loue other crea- 
ture, hope for other comtort, nor. 
fcare other loſle, The worſt ſhe 
could feare, was the death of her 
bodie, and that ſherather deſired 
than feared, (ith ſhe had alreadie 
loſt thelife of her ſotile, without 
. which, any other life would be a 
death, and with which any other 
death would have been adelight. 
But now ſhee thought it better to 
diethan to liue, becauſe ſhe might 
happily dying tinde, whom not 
dying ſhe looked not ro.enioy,and 
not enioying ſhe had little will to 
| | live, 


Funerall Teares; 6 
live. For now ſhe loued nothing 
in her lite, but her loueto Chriſt, 
and if any thing did make her wil- 
ling toliue,it was onely the vnwil- 
lingnes that his image ſhould die 
with her , whoſe likeneſſe , loue 
had limitted in her hart, and trea- 
ſured vp in her ſweeteſt memo- 
ries. And had ſhe not feared to 
breake the table, and to breake 0- 
pen the cloſer, to which ſhee had 
entruſled this laſt relique of her 
loſt happines,the violeceof griete 
would haue melted her heart into 
inward bleeding teares, & blotted 
her remembrance with a fatall ob- 
livion. Andyet neuertheleſle,ſhe 
15now in ſo imperfect a fort aliue, 
that it is prooued true in her, that 
Loue is as ſlrong as death. For what 
could death haue doone more in 
Marie then -loue did? Her. wits 
wereaſtonied,and all her ſences (o 
amazcd,thart inthe cnd finding ry 

| | | 
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| Cary Magdalem _ 
did not know, ſecing ſhe could 
not diſcern, hearing ſhe perceived 
not, and more thenall this,ſhe was 
not there where ſhe was, for ſhee 
was wholy where her maiſter was, 
more where ſheloued than where 
ſhe lived,and leſſe in her ſelfe than 
in his bodie, which notwithſtan- 
:-:,.* ding, where it was ſhe could not 
imagine, For (he ſought, and as yet 
found not, and therefore ſtoode 
atthe/Tombe weeping for it, bee- 
ing now altogether giue to mour- 
ning,and drivento miſerie, 

But 6 Mary, by whoſecoun- 
faile, vppon what hope, or with 
what hart, couldeſt thou ſtand a- 
lone,when the Diſciples were de- 
parted? Thou wert there once be- 
torethey came, thou turnediſt a- 
gaine at theircomming , and yet 
nowe thou ſtayeſt when thy are 
gone, Alas that thy Lord isnot in 
thetombe, thine owne eyes haue 
_ | often 
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often ſcene, the Diſciples hands 
hauc felt,theemptic Syndon doth 
auouch,and cannot all this winne 
thee to belecueit ? No no, thou 
wouldeſt rather condemne thine 
owneeyes of error,and both their 
eycsand hands of deceite , yea ra- 
ther ſuſpect allteſtimonics for vn- 
true, than not looke whom thou 
haſt loſt, enen there, where by no 
diligece he could be found, V Vhe 
thou thinkeſt of other places, and 
canſt not imagine anie ſo lykelie as 
this, thou ſeckeſt again in this,and 
though neuer ſo often ſought, it 
muit {till be a haunt for hope. For 
when things deerely affected are 
loſt, loues nature is, neuer to bee 
wearieof ſearching euentheofte- 
neſt ſearched corners, being more 
willing tothinkethar all the ſences 
are miſtaken, than to yeeldethat 
hope ſhould quaile, Yet now {ith 
it is ſo cuident, that hee is taken a- 

way, 
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Mary Mazdalens' yy 
way what ſhould moouethee to 
remaine heere where the perill is 


_ - apparant, and no profit likelie ? 


Canthe wit of one (and ſhe a wo- 
man) wholly poſlefled with paſsi- 
on, haue more light to diſcerne 
daunger, than-two wits of two 
men, and both principall fauorites 
of the parant of all wiſedome ? Or 
if (notwithſtanding the daunger ) 
there had beene iuſt cauſe to en- 
counter it-were not two together, 
being both to Chriſt ſworn cham- 
pions,cach to other affied friends, 
and to all his enemics profeſſed 
foes, more likely to haue preuai- 
led, than one femenine hart,timo*» 
rous by kind, and alreadie amazed 
with this dreadfull accident? + 
But alas why doe I vrge her 
with reaſon , whoſercaſon is alte- 
red into loue, and that iudgeth it 
folly to follow ſuch reaſon , as 
ſhould any way impaire her loue? 
q Her 


; 


, 
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Her thoughtes were arreſted by V2 


euery thread of Chriſtes Sindon, 
and ſhee was captive in-ſo manic 


/ priſons, asthe Tombe had memo- 


riesof her loſt maiſter: Loue being 
her Iailorinthem all, and nothing 
able to ranſome her, but the reco- 
uerieof her Lord; VVhar maruell 
then though the Apoſtles exam- 
ples drew her not away, whom ſo 
violent a loue enforced to remain, 
which preſcribing lawes both to 


' Wit and wil,is guided by no other 


law bur it ſelfe? Shee could not 
thinke of any feare, nor ſtand in 
feare of any force. Loue armed 
her againſt all hazards, and beeing 
alreadie wounded with the grea- 
teſt greefe,ſhe had no leiſure tore- 
memberany leſſer evill. Yea ſhee 
had forgotten all things, and her 
ſelfe among all things, only mind- 
full of him, whom ſhee loued: a- 
boue all things, And yether = 
| y 


M aedalens 

by reaſon of her lofſe, drowned 
both her minde and memorie {o 
deepe in forrow,and ſo buſicd her 
wits in the conceit of his abſence, 
that all remembrance of his for- 
mer promiſes , was diverted with 
- thethrong of preſent diſcomforts, 
and ſhe ſeemed to haue forgotten 
alſo him beſides who ſhe remem- 
bred nothing, For doubtleſſe had 
ſhe remembred him as ſhe ſhould, 
ſhe would not have now thovght 
the rombea fit place to ſecke him, 
neither would ſhe'mourn for him 
as dead ,. and remooued by others 
force, but ioy in himas reumed, 
and riſen by his owne power. For 
hee had often foretold both the 
maner of his death,and the day of 
his reſurretion. But alas, let her 
heauineſſe excuſe her, and the vn- 
wontednes of the miracle pleade 
her pardon, fith dread and amaze- 
ment hath dulled her ſences, diſte- 
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us her thoughts, diſcouraged 
er hopes, awaked her paſsions, 
and left her no other libertie bur 
onely to weepe. Bt « 
She wept therefore, being only 
able to weep. And, As she was wee- 
ping, sheſtouped down and looked into 
thee Monument, the ſaw two An- 
gels in white, ſitting one at the head, 
and another at the feete , where the 
bodie of Teſus had beene laid . They 


ſaid unto her , woman why weepeſt 


thou? John. 20, 

O Mary, thy good hap excee- 
deth thy hope, and where thy laſt 
ſorrow was bred, thy firſt ſuccour 
ſpringeth. Thou diddeſt ſeekebur 
one,and thou haſt found two. A 
dead bodie was thy errand, &thou 


haſt light vppon two alive, Thy 


weeping was for a man, and thy 
reares haue obtained Angels.Sup- 
preſſe now thy ſadnes, and refreſh 
thy hart with this good fortune. 

Cr EC. Sony 


Mary Magdalens 
Theſe Angels inutte thee toa par- 
lee, they ſeeme to take pitry of thy 
ca(e,and it may be they haue ſome 
happy tydings to tell thee, Thou 
haſt hitherto ſought in vaine, as 
one either vnſcene,or vnknowen, 
or at the leaſt vnregarded, (ith the 
partie thou ſcekeſt,neyther tende- 
reth thy teares, nor anſwereth thy 


cries, nor relenteth with thy la- 


mentings. Eyther hee doothnot 


 hHeare,or he wil not helpe, he hath 


peraduenture left to louethee,& is 
loth to yeeld thee reliefe,and ther- 
fore take ſuch comfort as thou fin- 
deſt, fithrhou art not ſo luckie, as 
to finde that which thou couldeſt 
wiſh, Remember what they are, 
where they it, from whence they 
come, and to whom they ſpeake, 
T hey are Angels of peace,neither 
ſent without cauſe, nor ſeene but 
of fauor.They ſitinthe tombe,to 
ſheyy that they arcno ſtrangers ow 
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Funerall Teares, 0 
thy loſſe. They come from Hea- 
uen, from whence all happy news 
diſcendeth, They ſpeak to thy ſelf, 

as though they had ſome ſpeciall 
Embaſlage to deliuer vnto thee, 
Askethem therforeof thy maiſter, 
for they are likelieſt to return thee 
a delired an{were. Thou kneweſt 
him too well, to thinke that hell 
hath devoured him , thou haſt 
long ſought , and haſt not found 
himin earth, and what place ſo fir 
for him asto be in heauen? Aske 
therfore of thoſe Angels that came 
newly from thence, and it may be, 
their report wil highly pleaſe thee, 
Orit thou art reſolued ro conti- 
nue thy ſeeking , who can better 
help thee thi they thar are (ſo ſwitt 
as thy thought , as faithfull as thy 
owne heart, and as loving to thy 
Lord as thou thy ſelfe? Take ther- 


| forethy good hap,leaſt it betaken 


away from thee, and content thee 
| C. with 
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| . Mary Mardalens 
with Angels fith thy maiſter hath 
giuenthee ouer. | 
But alas what meaneth this 
chaunge, and how happeneththis 
ſtrange alteration ? Thetime hath 
beenethat fewer tears, would have 
wrought greater effect, ſhorter 
ſecking haue ſooner found, and 
leſſe| payne haue procured more 
pittie, Thetime hath binthatthy 
annoynting his feet, wasaccepred 
and praiſed, thy waſhing the with 
teares highly commended, and 
thy wiping them with thy haire, 
moſt courteouſly conftrued, How 
then doth it now fall out, that ha- 
uing brought thy ſweet oyles, to 
annoynt his whole bodie, hauing 
ſhed as many tears, as would haue 
waſhed more than his feet,and ha- | 
uing not onely thy haire but thy | 
hartreadieto ſeruehim, he is not | 
mooued with all theſe duties, ſo 


much as once to affoord thee his 
iy {ight 2 
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Funerall Teares, 11 
ſight ? Is it not hee thar reclaymed 
theefrom thy wandring courſes, 
that diſpoſſeſſed thee of thy dam- 
ned inhabitantes, and from the 
wildes of {1nne, recouered thee in- . 
tothe fold & family of his flocke? 
V Vasnot thy houſe his home, his 
louethy life,thy ſelfe his diſciple? 
Did not he defend thee againſt the 
pharaſce, plead for thee againſt 7:-. 


_ das, and excuſe thee to thy liſter ? 


In ſumme, was not he thy patron 
and proteQor inal thy neceſsities. 

O good Ieſu what hath thus e-- 
ftranged thee from her? Thou haſt 
heretofore ſo pittied her tears,that 
ſeeing them thou couldeſt not re- 
fraine thine, In one of her greateſt 


 agonies for loue of her , that ſo 


much loued thee, thou didſt' recall 
hir ded brother tolife,turning her 
complaint into vnexpeQed con- 
tetment. And we know that thou 
docſt not vſeto alter courſe with- 
Be, C2, out 


Mary Mazdalens 

out cauſe, nor to chaſtice withour 
deſert. Thou artthe firſtthat in- 
viteſt, and the laſt that forſakeſt, 
neuer leauing but firſt left , & euer 
offering, till thou art refuſed. How 
then hath ſhe forfaited thy fauor? 
Or with what treſpaſſe hath ſhee 
earned thy ill wil? That ſhe neuer 
left to loue thee, her heart will de- 
poſe, her hand will ſubſcribe, her 
tongue will proteſt, her teares will 
teſtihie, & her ſeeking doth aſſure. 
AnJ alas is her particuler caſe {o 
farre from example , that thou 
ſhouldeſt rather alter thy nature, 
than (hee better hec Fortune, and 
beto her az chou art tono other ? 
For'our parts fince thy laſt ſhewe 
of liking towards her, wee haue 
found no other fault in her, but 
that ſhee was the eatlieſt vp to 
ſeeke thee z readieſt to annoynr 
thee,and when ſhee ſaw that thou 
wert remooued, ſhee A 

| did 
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did weepe for thee, and preſent- 
ly went for helpe to finde thee. 
And whereas thoſe two that ſhee 
brought, beeing leſle carefull of 
thee than fearetu!l of themlelues, 


 Whenthey had ſcene what ſhe had 


ſaid, ſodainly ſhrunke away , be- 
hold ſhe ſtil ſtateth, ſhe ſtil ſeeketh, 
ſhe ſtill weepeth, If this be a fault, 
we cannot denie but this ſhe doth 
and to.this ſhee perſwadeth , yea 
this ſhe neither meaneth to amed, 
nor'requeſteth thee to forgine: it 
therefore thou reckoneſt this as 
puniſhable, pnniſhed ſhe muſt be, 


Aith no excuſe hath effect vvhere 


the faR pleaderh guiltie,Bur if this 
import not any oftence but atrue 
affection,and be rather a good de- 
firethan an euill deſert, why act 
thou ſo hard a Tndge to fo foit 1 
creature, requiring her love with 
thy loſſe, & ſuſpending her hopes 
inthisvahbappines? Are not thoſe 

Es C2 thy 
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thy words; 7 loze thoſe that lone me, 
and who watcheth early for me hall 
{nd me? VVhy then doth notthis 
woman findethee that was vp ſo 
carly to watch for thee? VVhy 
doeſtthou not with like repay hir, 
that beſtoweth vps thee her whol 
loue {ith thy word is her warrant, 
& thy promiſe her duedebt ? Arr 
thou leſſe moued with theſe teares 
that ſhe ſheddeth for thee her only 
Maifter;than thou wert with thoſe 
that ſhe ſhed before thee for her 
deceaſed brother ? Or dooth her 
Joue tro thy ſeruaunt more pleaſe 
thee thi her loue tothy ſelfe? Our 
loue to others muſt nor be tro the, 
but tothee in them. For he loucth 
thee ſo much the lefle, that loueth 
anything with thee, that he lo- 
ueth-nor for thee, If therefore ſhe 
then deſerued well for louing thee 
inanother , ſhee deſeructh bettec | 
now for louing thee in thy ſelfe : 

oy and 
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and if indeede thou loueſt thoſe 
that love thee, make thy worde 
good ro her,that is ſo farre in loue 
with thee. Of thy ſelfe thou haſt 
ſaid,that thou art The way,the truth 
and the life, If then thou art a way 
ealie to finde and neuer erring, 
how doth ſhe miſſe thee? If a lite 
eiuing life & never ending, why is 
ſhe readie to die for thee? If atrue 
promilingtruth and never failing, 
how isſhe bereaued of thee ? For 
if what thy tongue did ſpeake, thy 
truth will averre, ſhee will never 
azke more to make her moſt hap. 
pie, Remember that thou ſaidſt ro 
her ſiſter, that Mary had choſen the 
beſt part, which should not betaken 


from her, That ſhee choſethe beſt - 


part is out of queſtion , {ith ſhee 
madechoyſe of nothing but onely 
of thee.But how can it be verified, 


| that this part ſhall not bee taken 


from hir,{tththou that art this part 
att 


Mary Mazaalens 
_ artalreadie take away? If ſhe could 
haue kept thee, ſhee would nor 
haue loſt thee, and had it beene 
in herpower,as it was in her will, 
ſhe would neuer haue parted from 
thee: and might ſhe now bereſto- 
red tothy preſence,ſhe would trie 
all fortunes rather than forgoe 
thee,Sith therfore (he ſeeketh no- 
thing but whatſhechoſe, andthe 
loſle of her choiſe is the only cauſe 
of her combat, eyther vouchſafe 
thou to keep this beſt part that (he 
choſe in hir,or I ſeenot how it can 
betrue, that it ſhall not be taken 
fro her. Burthy meaning happily 
was,thatthough it be taken trom 
| hercies, yet it ſhould neuer be ta- 
\ ken from her hart, & itmay be thy 
inward preſence ſupplieth thine 
outward abſence : yet I can hard- 
liethinke, but that if £4 ary had 
thee within her,ſhe could feele ir, 
and if ſhefelt it, ſhevwould neuer 
ſceke 
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ſeekethee. T hou art too hot a fire 


to bee in her boſome,, and not to 


burne her,&thy light istoo grear, 


toleaue her mind in this darknes 
if itſhined in her. Intrue louers 
euerie part is an eye, and euerie 
thought a looke, and therefore ſo ; 
ſweet an obiect among ſo many 
eyes, and in ſo great alight, could 
neucr lie ſo hidde but loue would 
elpicit, No no, it Mary had thee, 
her innocent heart never raughr 
to dillemble,could not make com- 
plaint, the out (ide of a concealed 
comfort, neither would ſhe turne 
her thoughts topaſture ina dead 
mans Toombe, it at home ſhee 
might bid them to ſo heauenly a 
a banquet. Her lone would nor 
have athought to ſpare, nor ami- 
nute to ſpend, in any other action 
then in enjoying of thee, whom 
ſhe knew too well, to abridge the 
leaſt part of her from ſo high a hap- 
| | Ppineile 
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pineſſe. For her thirſt of thy pre- 
ſence was ſo exceeding , and the 
Sea of thy ioyes ſo well able to of- 
ford hir a ful draught,that though 
euery parcell in her ſhould take in 
a whole tide of thy delights, ſhe 
would thinke the roo few ro quiet 
her deſires . Yea doubrleſle it ſhe 
had thee within her, ſhe wold not 
envie the ſortune of the rycheſt 
Empreſle, yea ſhe would more re- 
joyce tobe'thy Toombe in earth 
than a throane in heauen, and di({- 
daine to be a Saint if ſhee were 
worthy to be but thy ſhrine. 
Burperaduentureit is now with 
her mind, as it was with the Apo- 
ſtles eyes, and asthey ſecing thee 
walke vpon the Sea, took thee for 
.a Ghoſt, ſo ſhee ſecing thee in her 
heart, deemeth thee but a fancie, 
being yet better acquainted with 
thy bodily ſhape, than with thy 
ſpirituall power, 


Bur - 
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Burt 6 Mary it ſeemeth too - 


Ntrange that he whs thou ſeckeſt, 
&tor whom tho weepeſt, ſhould 
thus giuethee ouer, to theſe pain- 
full fictes, if in thee hee did not ſee 
a cauſe for which he will not be 
ſcen of thee. Still chy plaint & ſtint 
thy weeping, for I doubt there is 


ſome treſpaſle jn thy teares, and 


ſome lin in thy ſorrow, Docſtthou 
not remember his wordes rothee 
& to other women; when he ſaid : 
Dauzhters of I eruſ; alem weep not vþ- 


03 me, but weepe upon your ſelues aud .. 


wpon your children? whar meaneſt 
thou then to continue this courſe? 
Doth he forbid thy teares,and wilt 
thou not forbeare them ? Isit no 
fault ro infringe his will, or is 
not that his will, that his wordes 
doc import ? Thefault muſt bee 
mended, erethe penance bee re- 
leaſed, and therefore eyther ceaſe 


t0 weepe, or neuer hope to mm 
| | "Bur 
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| Mary Mazallens 
But I know this Logike little plea- 


ſeth thee, and I might as ſoone 
wintheeto forbeare liuing, as to + 


leaue weeping. 

Thou wilt ſay that though hee 
forbad thee to weepe for him, yer 
heleft thee free ,to weepe for thy 
ſelfe, and (ith thy loue hath made 
thee one with him , thou weepeſt 
but for thy ſelfe whethon weepeſt 
for him. But I anſwer thee againe, 
that becauſe he is one with thee,& 
thy weeping for him hath bin for- 
bidden thee,thou canſt not weepe 
forthy ſelfe,but his words wil con- 
demnethee.For if thou and heare 
one, for which ſocuer thon wee- 
peſt it is all one, and therefore (ith 
for him thou maiſt not weepe,for- 
beare all weeping , leaſt it ſhould 
offend, ; 

Yea bur (ſaiſt thou) ro barre me 
from weeping, is to abridge me of 
_ libertie, and reftraint of liberty is 
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Funerall Teares, 16 
a penaltie, and everie penaltie {up- 
poſeth ſome offence : bur an of- 
tence it is not to weepe for my 
ſelfe, for hee would never com- 
maund it, if it werenot lawfull to 
do ir. The fault therefore muſt be, 
in being one with him , that ma- 
| keth the weeping for my ſelfe, a 
weeping alſo tor him, And it this 
bee a fault, I will neuer amend it, 
and let them that thinkeit ſo , doe 
pennance for it, for my part, {ith I 


haue loſt my myrth , 1 will make. 


much of my ſorrow, & ith I haue 
* noloy but in teares, I may laywtul- 
ly ſhed them. Neither tkinke I his 
former word,a warrant againſt his 
latter deed , And what need had 
heto weep vpon the croſſe,burtor 
our example, - which if it were 
200d for him togiue, it cannot be 
euill for meto follow? Nono it is 
not my weeping that cauſeth my 
loſſe,fith a world of eyes, and a - 
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' MaryeMazdilens 
of teares, could not worthily be- 
wailethe miſſe of ſuch a maiſter, 
Yet ſince, neyther thy ſecking 
findeth, northy weeping preuay- 
leth,fatisfie thy ſeife with the f1ghe 
of Angels, Demaund the cauſe of 


their comming, and the reaſon of 


thy Lords remooue, and ith they 
firſt offer thee occaſion of parlee, 
be not thou too daintic of thy dil- 
courſe, It may bethey can calme 
thy ſtormes, and quiet thy vnreſt, 
and therefore conceale not from 
them thy ſore, leaſt thou loſe the 
benefit of rheir emplaiſter . Bur 
nothing can moue Aary to admit 
comfort or entertaine any com- 
panie, forto one alone and for e- 


uer ſhe hath vowed her ſelfe, and 


except it beto him (he wil neither 
lead hereare long to others, nor 
borrow others helpe, leaſt by ſce- 
king to allay her ſmart, ſhe ſhould 
teſlen her loue, But drawing into 


hee 
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her mindealfpenſiueconceits, ſhe 
muleth and pineth in aconſuming 
| Iangour, taking comfort in no- 
thing bur in being comtfortleſſe, 

Alas faith ſhe, {mall isthe lighe 
that a ſtarre can yeelde when the 
ſunneis downe, and a ſorrie ex- 
change to goe gather crums attec 
thelofle of a heauenly repaſt, My 
eyes are not vſed t& ſce by the 
glims of a ſparke: and in fecking 
the ſunne it1s eyther needlcſſe or 
bootleſle to borrow thelight of a 
_ candle, ſirh eyther it muſt bewray 
it ſelfe withthe (elfelight,or no 0- 
ther light can ever diſcouer it, If 
they cometo disburden me of my 


heauines,their coming wil be bur- . 


denſome vntome,& they wil load 
me more while they labour my re- 
licte, They cannot perſwade mee, 
that my maiſter is norloſt, tor my 
own eics wil diſproue them. T hey 
can leſle teil me where he may be 
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| . Mary Mazaalens | 
found, for they would not beeſo | 
ſimple to beſo long from him : or (} 
if they can forbeare him, ſurely 
they doe not know him , whom | 
none can truly know, &liue long | 
without him. All their demurres | 
would betedious, and diſcourſes 
irkeſome . Impaire my loue they | 
might, bur appay it they could nor 
to which he that firſt accepted the 
debt is the onely payment. They 
eicher want power, will or leaueto 
* rel[meemy deſire, or at the firſt | 
word they would haue done it, 
{th Angels are not vſed to idle 
ſpeeches,and to mealltalkeis idle, 
that dothnortell mee of my mat- 
ſter. They know not where he is 
and therfore they arecome to the 
place where hee laſt was, making | 
rhe Tombe their heauen, and the 
remembrance of his preſence the 
food of their felicitie. V Vhat ſo- 


uer they could tei, mce , if they 
told 


| Fynerall Teaves, 18 
told menot of him, and whatſoe- 
uer they ſhould tell mee of him, if 


'' they told menot where hee were, 


both their relling and my hearing 
were but a waſting of time. I nei- 
ther cametoſeethem , nordelire 
to hearethem. I came not to ſee 
Angels, but him that made both 
meand Angels,& to whom I owe 
more than both to men and An- 
gels, 

Andtothee I appeale, 6 moſt 
louing Lord,whether my afflicted 
heart do not truly defray the tri- 
bute of an vndeuided loue. To 
thee I appeale, whether I haue 
ioyned any partner with thee, in 
the ſmall poſſeſsion of my poore 
ſelfe, And I would to God I were 
as privie where thy bodie is, as 
thou art, whois onely Lord and 
owner of my ſoule, 

Bur alas ſweet Ieſu,wherethou 
wert thouart not,& wherthou ” 

"48h 


Cary Magdalens 

I know not: wretched is the caſe 
that. am in, and yet hoyy to ber- 
rerit I cannot imagine. Alas omy 
onely delire, why haſt thou lefr 
me \wauering 1n theſe vncertain- 
ties, and in how wild a maze wan- 
der my doubtfull and perplexed 
thoughts, It I ſtay heere where he 
is. not, I-ſhallneuer find him. If I 
would go further to ſecke, I know 
not, whether. Toleauethe tombe 
is a death', and to ſtand heipletle 
by it an vncurable diſeaſe, fo that 
all my comfort is nw, concluded 
in this, that I am left freero chooſe 
- whether I wil ſtay without helpe, 
orgoe without hope, that is in ct- 
fect, with what torment I will end 
my life, Andyeteut this weretoo 
happy a choife for ſo vnhappie a 
creature, If I might be chooſer of 
my|ownedeath, 6 how quickly 
ſhould that choiſe be made, and 
how willingly would I runne to 

| that 
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that execution? I wouldbe nailed _ 


to the ſame croſie, with the ſame 


nailes, and in the ſame place : my ' 


hart ſhould be wounded viith his 
ſpeare, my head with histhornes, 
my body with his whips: Finally, 
{ would tafte all his rorments, and 
tread all his embrued and bioodie 
Keps, 

But 6 ambitious thoveh rs, 
why gaze you vpon fo high a ſeli- 
citte? "why thinke-you of io glori. 
ous a death, that are priuy to ſo in- 
famous alite? death alas I deſerve, 
yea not one but intinit deaths, Bur 
{o ſweet a death, ſeaſoned with io 
many co{orts,the very inſtruments 
wherof wer abie to raiſethe gead- 
eſt corps,and cepurcthe moſt deit- 
led ſouie,vvere too {mall a ſcourge 
for my great offences. And there- 
fore Lain lett to ſee! fo ma ny deths 
as I line houres,& ro pafle as many 


pangues,as I have thoughts of my 
2 p 2 14 Cy 
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Mary Magdalens 

lofle, whichare as many as there 
are minutes, & as violent as it they 
' werealineuery one. But ſith I can 
neither die as hee died, nor live 
where helieth dead,I will live our 
my liuing death, by his graue, and 
dic on my dying lite by his ſweete 
Tombe. Better is it aſter loſſe of 
his body to looke to his ſepulcher, 
than after loſſe of the one, to leaue 
the other to be deſtroyed. No,no, 
though I haue been robbed of the 
Saint, wil at the leaſt haue care of 
the ſhrine , which though it be 
ſpoyled of the moſt ſouecraigne 
hoaſt,yet (hal it be the Alter wher 
I will daily ſacrifice my heart, and 
ofter vp my teares. 

Heere will I euerlead, yea here 
doe I meaneto end my wretched 
life, that I may at theleaſt be bu- 
ried by the Toombe of my Lord, 
and rake my iron ſleepe neere this 
couch of ſtone, which his pre- 

| ſence 
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ſence hath made the place of 
ſweeteſt repoſe, 

It may be alſo that this emprie 
Syndon lying heeretono vſe, and 
this Toombe being open without 
any in it,may giue occa(16 to ſome 
mercifu!l heart,that ſhall firſt Ijgbr 
vpon my vnburied body , ro wrap 
mee in his ſhroud, and to interre 
me inthis Toombe. 

O too fortunatelot, for ſo vn- 
fortunate a woman tO craue : no, 
no, I doenot craueit. For alas I 
darenor , yet if ſuch aſinfull over- 


- fight ſhould be committed, 1 doe 


now beforehand, forgiue that {in- 
ner,and were it no more preſump- 
tion to wiſh it aliuethan to ſuffer 
it dead , if I knew the partic that 
ſhould hirſt paſſe by mee, I would 


him with my prayers, to bleſſe me 
with this felicitie. And though I 
dare not wiſhany to do it, yet this 

D 3, with- 


| woo him with my teares, and hire 


Mary atacd tens 
without offence I may fay to all, 
that I loue this Sy»dop aboue all 
clothes in the worlde, and this 
Toombe-I eſteeme more than a- 
nie Princes monumem : yea, and 
I thinke that corle highly favored, 
that ſhall ſucceede my Lord in it, 
and for my part as I meane,that the 
ground, where I fland ſhall be my 
death-bed, ſo am I nor of Jacobs 
$in% to han ;e my bodice buried tar 
:r6m theplace where it dictly, but 
an inthenext & read:eſt graue, 
and chat as ſoone as my breath fat- 


tech , ſth deiayes are bootelclle, | 


where death ha ih won poſictsion, 
But alas I dare not ſaye anie 
more, let my bodie take {uch for- 
tuneas betalleth it:my ſoule at the 
leaſt ſhal dwell in this ſweet Para- 
die, and from this brittic caſe of 
fleſh and blood, paſle preſently in- 
rotheglorious Tombeof God & 
man , ki is now enwriapped In a 
malle 
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maſſe of corruption , it ſhall then 
enioy a place of high perte&ion: 
whereit is now it is moreby force 
than by ctioiſe, and like a repining 
priſoner ina loathed gayle, Bur 
therein alittleroome it inould find 
perfect reſt, and inthe priſon of 
death,the liberty of aioytulllife. 
O {weer Tomdbe of my ſweeteſt 
Lord, while I line I will ſtay by 
thee: when I die,! wilcleave vnto 
thee: neither alive nor dead, wil I 
ever be drawne frothee, T hou art 
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the altar of mercy, the temple of 


truth, the ſen<tuarie of ſafetie, the 


eternal life. O heauen of my eclip- 
ſed ſunne, recetue vnto thee this 
filly ſtar that hath now alſo loſt all. 
wiſhedlight, O VVhalethar haſt 


ſwallowed my only Tonas,fwallow 


alſo mee more woorthy to be thy 
pray,lith I, & not he, was the cauſe 
of this bloody tepeſt, O Ceſternot | 
| my 


| graue of death, and the cradle of ” 
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'' Mary Magallens 
my innocent Joſeph, take me into 
thy drie bottome;{ith I,and not he 
gauc iuſt cauſe of offence to my 
enraged brethren, But alas, in 
whar cloud haſt thou hidden the 
light of our way ? Vpon what 
ſhore haſt thoucaſt vp the Preach- 
cr of all truth? orto what Iſmaelite 
haſt thou yeelded the purueior of 
our life ? 

Oh vnhappie mee, why did I 
not beforethinke of that which I 
now aske? V Vhy did I leaue him 
when I had him , thus to lament - 
him,now that I haue loſt him? If I 
had watched with perſeuerance, 
eyther none woulde haue taken 
him, or they ſhould haue taken 
me with him. &. 

But through too muchpreciſe- 
neſſe in keeping the Law, I hauc 
Joſt the law-maker, and by becing 
too ſcrupulous in obſeruing his 
ceremonies , Iam proued irrilegi- 

ous 
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ous inlooling himſelf,fith I (kould 
rather have remayned with the 
truth than forſaken it, to ſolem- 
nize the figure. The Sabbaoth 
could not have bin prophaned in 


ſtanding by his corſe, by which. 


the prophaneſt things are ſanQti- 
fed, and whoſe touch dooth not 
dehtile the cleane, but cleanſeth the 
molt defiled, 

Burt when it was time to. ſtay, I 
departed : when it was too late to 
helpe, Freturned: and now I re- 
pent my folly , whenit cannot be 
amended, Butlet my hart diſlolue 
into{1ghs,mine cies melt in teares, 
and my deſolate ſoule languiſh in 
diſlikes : yea let all that I am and 
haue,indurethe deſerued puniſh- 
ment, that if hee were incenſed 
with my tault,he may be appeaſed 
with my penance, and returne vp- 
onthe amendment that fled trom 


the offence, yh 
Thus 
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Mary Magdalens 

Thus when her timorous con- 
ſcience had indited her of fo great 
an omiſsion, & her tongue enfor- 
ced theeuidence with thele bitter 
accutations, Louc, that was now 
the onely vmpier in all her cauſes, 
condemned her eyes 10 a freſh 
ſhowre of tears, her breſt to a new 
florme of lighes, and her ſoule,to 
be perpetual priſoner to reſt elle 
foriO\ves, 

But 6 Mr7, thou duct thy 
ſeife in thy on delires,and it well 
appeareth , thar exccſſe of ericte, 
hath bred in thee a defect of due 
prouidence, 

And wouldeſt thou indzede 
have thy wiſhes come to pale, 
ard thy words tulhlled > Tell me 
then, Ipray thee, it thy hart were 
Gillolued , where wouldeſt thou 
harbor,thy Lord ? what wouldeſt 
thou offer him ? how wouldeft 
thou louehim? | 

$2 Thy 
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Thy eyes have loſt him, thy 
hands cannor feele him, thy feere 
cannot folloyy him, and if itbe at 
all in thee, ir is thy hearr that hath 
him, and wouideſt thou nowe 
have that dilolued,, from thence 
alſo to excile him ? And if thy eyes 
were melted , thy ſoule in langor, 
&thy lences decaied, how would 
thou ſec him, it he did appeare ? 
bow ſhouldſtthou keare him,il he 
did ſpeak, how could{i thou know 
him,though he were ther preſent? 
Thou thinkeſt happily that. he 
louerh thee ſo well, that if thy Hare 
were ſpent for his love, he would 
eyther lend his owne heart vnto 
thee,or createanew heartinthee, 
better than that which thy ſorrow 
rookefrom thee, It may be, thou 
imavineſt, that if thy ſoule would 
give place, his ſoule wanting now 
a bogie, would enter into thine, 
rith ſupply of all thy fences, and 
|  releale 


Mary Magaalens 
releaſe of thy ſorrowes, 

O Mary, thou didſt not marke 
whart|thy maiſter was wont to ſay, 
when hertoid thee, that the third 
day he ſhould riſe againe, For if 
thou hadſt heard him, or at the 
leaſt ynderſtood him, thou woul- 
deſtnort thinke, but that he now 
vſeth both his heart and ſoule in 
the lite of his owne bodie, And 
therefore repayre tothe Angells, 
and enquire more of them, leaſt 
thy Lord be diſpleaſed, that com- 
ming from him, thou wilt not en- 
tertainethem, 

Bur Mary , whoſedeuotions 
were all fixed vpon a nobler Saint, 
and that had ſo ſtraightly bound 
her thoughts to his onely attecti- 
on, that ſhee rather deſired to vn- 
know. whom ſhe knew alreadie, 
thanto burthen her minde with 
the knowledge of new acquain- 
tance, could not make her will, 

long 
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long lince poſſeſſed with the high- 
eſt loue, ftoupe to theacceptance 
of meaner friend{hipps, And for 
thisthough (he did not ſcornfully 
reiect, yer did ſhe with humility 
refuſe the Angels company,think- 
ing it no diſcourtelie to take her - 
ſelte-from them, for to gine her 
ſelfe more wholy to her Lord, to 
whom both ſhee and they were 
wholly deuoted, and ought moit 
| loneand greateſt duty, Sorrow al- 
{o being now the onely interpre- 
ter of all that ſence, delivered to 
her vnderſtanding, made her con- 
ſter their demand in amore doubt- 
full than true meaning. 

If ( ſaith she) they cameto eaſe 
my affliction , they could not be 
ignorant of the cauſe: and if they 
were not ignorant of it,they wold 
neuer aske it, why then did they 
ſay, VF oman why weepeſt thou? _ 

If their queſtion did import a 

prohibi- 


Mary Mardalens 
prohibition, the neceſsitie of the 
occalion doth countermand their 
counſaile, and fitter it were they 
ſhould weepe with me, than I in 
rot Weeping obeythem. 

* If the ſunne were athamed to 
ſheiy his brightnefſe, when the {a- 
ther of all lights was darkned with 
{uch/ diſgrace: if the heauens di{- 
colouring their beauties , ſured 
tho(elues torheir makers fortune : 
If the whole frame of nature were 
almoſt eiſlolned to ſee the author 
of nature. ſo vnnaturally abuſed : 
why may not Anzels, thar beſ 


knew the indignitic of the caſe, . 


make vp apart in this lamentable 
conſort : And eſpecially now,thar 
by the loſe of tis body, the cauſe 
of weeping 1s increaſcd , and yet 


the number et niwurners leſſened 2: 


{ith the Apoſiles are fled, all his 


friends afraid, & poore I leit alone 
tO lupply thetears of all creatures ? 


O 
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p O who will give water to my head, 
W and a ſountaine of teares unto my eyes 
v | that I may weepe day and night , and 
1  nener ceaſe weepins? O my onely 

| Lord thy greete was the greateſt 
that euer was in man,and my grief 
\- | asgreataseuer happened to wo- 
h man: for my loue hath carued me 
c: {| + no ma! | portion of thine,thy lofſe 
4 hath redoubled the torment of 
bag my owne, and all creatures ſeeme 


to haue made ouer ro me theirs, 

leaning me as the vicegerent of all 
| their ſorrow, Sorrow with me at 
G the leaſtrhou 0 Tombe, and thavy 
into teares you hardeſt flones, The 


"Pp els 
*: time is now come, that you are li- 
at cenſed to crie, and bound to re- 


& copence the ltlence of your Lords 
Diiciples, of whom he himlelte 


” ſaid tothe Phariſees, that jf they 

as held their peace, the very ſtones 
6 ſhould cry tor them. - Now there- 
. 3 fore lith teare hath locked vp their 


O . -% 


Mary Mazaalens 
lips, and ſadnes madethem mute; 
let the ſtones crie out againſt the 
murderers of my Lord, and be- 
wray the robbers of his ſacred bo- 
die. 


knowne, who hath taken him a- 
way,there is no ſtone ſo ſtonie,bur 
ſhould haue cauſero lament. 


It was doubtleſſe the ſpite of | 


ſome malicious Phariſee or bloo- 
die Scribe , that not contented 
vith thoſe torments,that he ſufte- 


red in life ( of which everic one. 


tO any 0:her would haue beene a 
tyrannica!l death) hath now ſtolne 
away his dead bodie, to practiſe 


vppon it ſome ſauage crueltie, and 


ro glut their pittileſſe eyes, and 
brutiſh harts with the vnnaturall 
viage of his helpleſle corps. O yee 
rocksand ſtones, if ever you muſt 
crieout, now it is high time, {ith 
the light, the life, and the Lord of 


And I feare that were it well 
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the worldis thus darkned;: maſla- 
credandoutragioutly miſuſed, 

' Doth not his roonge, -whoſe 
trueth is infailible, 'and whoſe 
. word omnipotent, commaunding 
both windes and ſeas,:and neuer 
difobcied- of the moſt inſenfible 
creatures; promiſſe to arme the 


woild and to make the: whole 


carth tofighragainſt the ſenceleſſe 
perſons , im 'deterce ot the tuft? 
Andwhormorc ivit then the Lord 
of iuſtice? who more ſence!efle 
than. his barbarous murtherers, 


whoſe tnfgriabterhitſt of his inno- 


cent bloud ; could nor beeftaun- * 


ched wich theircrre!l butchering 
him at his death, vnieſſetheypro- 
ceeded farther m' this helhth im- 
pietie to his dead bodie, VVhy the 
do notall creatures addrefle them- 
{clues toreuenge fo inſt a quarrell, 
vppon ſo ſenceleſſe wretches, left 
_ of all reaſon, SO of humani- 
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Aarie Magdalens 

tie;and bereaucd of al fceling,both 
of Godandman ? | 

_ O Are, why doeſt thou thus 
torment thyc]fe with theſe tragi- 
cal furmiſes > Doe!t thou thinke 
that the angels would fir ſtill, if 
their waiſter werenot well? Did 
they ſcrue him aftec his faſting,and 
woiuld-they deſpiſe him after his 
deceaſe 2. Did they comfort him 
before he was apprehended, and 
would none defend hin-when hee 
was dead? If in the Garden hee 
might haue had twelue Legions 
of them, is his power ſo quite dead 
with his body, that he could not 
now commaund them 2 Vas there 
an Angell found ta helpe Daniel 
to his dinner, to ſaue Toby from 
the fiſh, yea and to defend. Balaams 
poore bealt from his maiſters rage:, 
and is the Lord of Angels of fo lit. 
tlereckning, that if his body ſtood 
in neede, ncucran Angell would 


d:tend 
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defend it? Thou ſceſt two here 


po—_ to honour his Tombe, and 


owe much more carefull woulde 
they be todoe domage to his per- 
ſon ? Betezue not Miri? thar they 
would ſmile, if thou haddeſt 
ſuch occaſion to weepe, They ' 
would nor fo gloriouſly ſhine in 
white,ifa blacke 8: mourning weed 
did better becoe rhE,or were a fit- 
ter liveric for thy maiſter to gine, 
or them to were. Yecld not more 
to thy vncertain fearc, & deceiied 
love,thEto their afl ured knowiedg 
& neucrerring charitie.Ca' ama- 
terial eie ſee more the a heantly ſpi 
rit,or the glimmering of thy.twi- 
light giue berrer aime than the 
beames of rheir eternall finne? 
Would they (thinkeſt thou) waite 
vpon thy winding ſheet, whilethe 
corſe were abuſed,or be heere for 
thy cofort, if their Lord did neede 
their ſcruice? No no, he was net- 
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Marie Magdalens 

ther any theeves bootic, nor Pha- 
riſtes pray,neither are tae Angels 
ſocarcleſle othim, as thy ſuſpitis 
preſ.umeth . Andittheir preſence 
and demeanour cannot alter thy 
conceit, looke vpon the cloathes 
and they will teach thee thine er- 
ror, and cleare thee of thy doubt, 

Wovld aay rheete thinke't chou 


hate becn(o religious, as'to haue 


ſto'nche body 3 letr thecloathes? 
yea, would he hare bin ſoventu- 
ro41s, as to baile ſtayed the vn- 
ſhrowd ng of rhecorſe, the well 
ordering of the ſheeres, and fol- 
dipg vppe the napkins ? Thou 
ktioweit that myrrhemaketh lin- 
nen c!caue a- tait,as pitch or glue: 
a:1d was a theete at fo much let- 
ſere,as ro diſſol::ethe myrrhe and 
vnc!loath the dead? what did the 
watch while the ſeales were bro- 
ken, the Tooinbe opened, the bo- 
dy vatoided , all other thingesor- 

dered 
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dered as nov thoutcelt? Andit all 
this cannot yet periwade thes, be- 
leeueat the leaſt ci1y owne experi- 
ence. VV hen thy matilter was [tr1p- 
ped ar thecrofle, thouknowlt that 
his onely garment being congea- 


{ed tohis goarie backe , Tarn nat 


off without nianie partes of his 
skin , and doubt!leſle would haue 
races many more, it he had bin 
annointed with mirche : Looke 
then into the ſheer, whether there 


:emaine any /parcell of skin,or any 
one haire of his head: and fith 
there isnone to be found, beleeue 


ſome better iſſue of tiiv mailters 
abſence,than rhy teare lnggeſterh. 
A guilric conſcience Gubreth 
wantoftime, and theiefore dil- 
patcheth ha tely. Itis in hazard 


to be diſcouered, & therciore pra- 


&iſech in dainele and ſecrete; It 
euer worketh. in extreame feare , 
and therefore hath no leylure to 

E. 3 place 


_ OR . 


IO". 38-  AA 


_—— 


TW Eos 
ot = - 
_ ———_ 


VIRREs © LH torn ag 


» £12.64 ge EE 


a 


CO _— TY -— F———— 


I A es 


vt 4 


ws 


_—__— — # 
— adicodt OKC A 7c DADA AY ae 5 a oe Dt Lo 


__ IC IESESIES 
= 2 © —_——_——_ - 
_ DN <4 . 
LES b new —_— a rr Ent wc, i © 
46 = Y 2 4 PERS CI - . n s 
"HE io ES I IED jd = nay A © ks $4 : Sj 
ISS" IS = - : . 


wv, 


— >. = 


Cy —— ———— 
Scls'Y wt; 
<7 + 7 eden fk 
4.4 x het nw 
% © -— 


—  — 
—_— 
— 


_— 


— DT 


iis AA Sts 
& 


- 
ME et 


A 


| Marie Magdalens 
place thinges orderly . But towvn- 
wrapſo mangled abodie, out of 
mirrhed cioatnes, without tearing 
ofany skinne , or leauingon any 
mirrh,isa thing either to man im- 
pollible,ornot poſſible to be done 
with {ucn fpecde,without light or 


help,and with fo good order. Af: 
{ure thy teite thertore, har it either 
of malice , or by fraud, the corſe 
had bin remoued , the linnen and + 
mirrhe ſhould neuer haue bin lefr, 
andneither could the Angels look 
ſo chearfully, northe clothes lyſo 
_ orderly, but ro import ſome hap- 
pier accident,thanthou coceiueſt, 

Bur to free tace more from fear, 
coniider theſe wordes of the An- 
gels, YVeman why weepeſt thou?For 
what do tney (ignife but as much 
in efte tas if they had ſaid: Where 
ange's reloyce,it agrecth not that 
a woman ſhould weep, and where 
heauenly ces arc witneſles of foy, 
10 


Funerall Teaves, 29 
no tmortall eye-ihoulde contro]! 
them with teſtimonies-of forrow ? 
With more than a manly co:irage 
thou diddelt before my comming, 
armie thy feete to runne among 
fwords, thyarmes roremoouehuge 
loades, thy body.to endure all ry- 
rauts rage, and thy ſoule tobe ſun- 
dred with: violent tortures: and art 
thou nowe ſomucha YYVoman that 
thou canſtnot commaund thy eies | 
to foibeare teares? If rnou wert a 
true Diſciple , ſo manie proofes 
would periwade thee, but now thy 
incredulous humor , maketh thee 
vnworthie of that ſtile, and we can 
affoord thee no better title than a 
Woman, and therefore, O/YVoman, 
"andtoo mucha YYoman, why wee- 
peſt thou? | 
; Ifthere were here any corſe, we 
-mightthinke that forrowe for the 
dead enforced thy teares, but now 


thatthou findeit it a place of the li- 


uing 


Marie Magdalens 

uing , why dooſt thou, here ſtand 
weeping for the dead? Ny, 

Ts our preſence fodiſcomforta-_ 
ble that thou ſhouldeſt weepe to. 
behold vs? or is itthe courſe of thy 
kindneſſe with teares toentertaine 
vs? It they be tearcs of loue to te- 
ſtifie thy good will , as thy loue is 
acknowledged, fo let: theſe ſignes 
be ſupprefled. If they be teares of 
anger to denounce thy diſplea- 
ſure, they (ſhould not heere haue 
been ſhed where all anger was bu- 
ried but:none deſerued. If they 
beetteares of ſorrow and duties to 
the dead, they are beſtowed in 
 vaine where thedead 1s reuiued, 
It they be teares of toy (tilled from 
the flowers of thy good Fortune, 
fewer of theſe would ſuffice, and 
fitter were othertokens to expreſle 
thy contentment, And therefore 
O woman why doeſt tho weepe ? 
 wouldour eyes be fodrie, if ſuch 
Ee- 
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eye-ſtreames were behoovefull z 
Yea wou!ld not the heauens raine 


' tears if the ſuppoſals were truths? 


Did not Angels aiwais in their vi- 
{ible ſemblances, repreſent their 
Lords inuiltble pleaſures,/nadow- 
ing their ſhapes inthe dritc of his 
intentions? V\ hen God was in- 
cenſed they brandiſhed fwordes: 
when he was appealed, they ihea- 
thed them in ſcabbards: V\ hen he 
would defend, they 'reſembled 
ſouldiers , when he would rerrifie 
they tooke terrible formes, and 


_ when he would comfort,they car- 


riedmirthin their eyes,{weeinefle 
in their countenance, mildneſlc in 
their words,fauor, grace and com- 
linefle in their whole preſence. 
Why thEdoelt thou weep, ſeeing 
vs toretoyce? Noeſt thou imagine 


_ vstodegenerate from our nature, 


or to forget any dutie, whole ſtate 


is neither ſubieCt to change , nor 


cavable 


| Marie Magdilens 
capable of the leait offence? Art 
thou more feruent inthy loue, of 
more priuie to the counfaile ot our 
eternal God, than we that are dai- 
ly attendants athis throne of glory? 
O Woman, dceme not amifſe a= 
gainſt ſo apparant cuidence,andat 


our requeſt exchange thy ſorrowe 


for our toy, 

But O glorious Angels, why do 
yemooue herto ioye, if you know 
why ſhe weepeth? Alas the wee- 
peth for the loſle of him without 
whome all ioy is to her but matter 


of new griefe . While he liued, c- . 


uetie place where (he found him, 
was toher a Paradiſe: cueric ſeaſon 
wherein he was enioyed , a perpe- 
tuall ſpring: everie exerciſe wherin 
he was (crued, a ſpecial felicity: the 
ground whercon he went, ſecmed 
toyee!d her ſwe-ter footing, the 
ayre wherein he breathed, became 
to her, ſpiric of life, being ance 
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- fanGifiedin his ſacred breſt . In 
ſumme , his preſence broughr 
with ita heauen of delightes, and 
his departure ſeemed to leaue 
and Eclipſe in all rhinges. And yet 
cuen the places that hee hadonce 
" honoured with the accefle of 
his perſon , were to her {> many 
ſweete Pilgrimages, which in his 
abſence ſhe vſed as chappels and 
alcers,to offer vp her prayers, fee- 
ling in themiong after,the vertue 
of TR former preſence. And there- 
fore to feede her with conieQures 
ofhis well being, is butto ſtreng- 
then her feare ofthis euill,and rhe 
alleaging ofalikelihoods,by thoſe | 
that know the certaintie, impor- 
teth the cautc to be {olamentable, 
that they.are vnwilling it ſhold be 
knowne . Yoiir obſcare glancing 
at thetruthgisnofunicient acquit- 
tance of her griete,neirhercan ſhe 
out of theſe diſi toyned gheſles 
ſpell 


Marie Migaalens | 
ſpell the words chat mnttbee the 
 conclalion of her comnliaar. Tell 
her then direAly wha: is become 
of herLord, if youmea :e to de- 
liuer her 0: of thefe d im>es,f1th 
what elſe ſocuer youtay of him, 
doth but draw more humours to 
herſore, andrather anger it, than 
any way aflwage it. 

Yet hearken O Marte,and con- 
ſider their ſpeeches . Thinke what 
an{wer thou wilt giue thE,(ltth they 
preſſe thee with lo rong perſua- 
fron, ButTI doubt that thy wittes 
are ſmothered with too thickea 
miſt, to admit theſe vnknowen 
beames, of their pale light. Thou 
art {0 wholy inherired by the blo- 
dy tragedie of thy flaughtered 
Lord, and hisdeath & dead body 
haue gottEſoabſolute a conqueſt 
ouer all thy powers, that neither 
thy | ſence can diſcerne, nor thy 
minds COncciue,anic other obiect 

than 


Funerall Teares. 32 
- than his murdered cute, 

Thy eyes ſecme to tell thee that 
cuery 'thing inuiteth thee to weep, 
carying ſuch outward (þ "EWE ,4S 
though all thatthou ieeſt were ate 
tyred in ſorrow to ſoiemnize with 
generall conſent the funeral ofthy 
maiſter. Thy eares perſuade thee, 
that! all ſoundes and voyces are tu- 
ned io mourning notes, and that 
the Eccho of thy ownewailings,i 
the crie of tiie verv f:ones'& trees, 
as though (the cavſc of rl.y teares 
beivg ſo vin all} Gd to the 
rockes ara woudes, bad infſpi- 
red a tee/itg of thine atd their 
common I !fle. Ard heiefore it 
ſoundcth io thee as a ftrargeque- 
ſtion,toake thee why thou wee- 
peſt,fith ai that t! 0: iteſt and i1ca- 
reſt ſeemeth to induce thee,yeato 
enforce thee to weepe. 

If chou lect any thing that bear- 
oth a coulorot mirth,it! 1s vato _ 
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Marie Magdalen, 

like the rich ſpoiles of a vanquiſhed 
kingdom, in the eye of thecaptiue 
Prince , which put him in minde 
what he had, not whar he hath, 8 
are but vpbraidings ofhisloſle,and 
whetſtones of ſharper forrowe, 
Whatſocuer thou heareſt,that mo 
ucth delight, it preſenteth rhe 
miſle of thy mayſters ſpeeches, 
whichas they were the onely har. 
mony that thy cars affeted,ſo they 
beingnow ſtopped with a deathful 
filence, all other words and tunes 
of comfor tare tothee but an 1/ralits 
mulick vpon. Babilon bancks , me; 

mories of a loſt felicitie,$ proofes 
of a preſent vnhappinefle. And 
though lone increa/eri1 the conceit 
of hy lofle which c:deerech the 
meaneſt things, and doubletithe 


 eſtimarotriings that are pretious: 


yetthv faith reaching thee,the in- 
finit dignitic ofthy maiſter,%& thy 
vnder nog beingnodul ſchol- 

lex 
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ler ro learne ſo well liked a leflon, 


it fell out to bce the birtereſt part 
of thy miſcric ,. that thou diddeſt 
ſo weli knowe howe intinice the 
loſe was that made thee miſe - 
rable. 

This is the cauſe that thoſe ve- 
rie Angels in whome all thinges 
wake remonſtrance of triumph aud 
ſolace, arc vnto tice occalions of 
neiv griefe . For their gratious and 


louely counteuances, remember 


thee, that thou laſt loſt the beauty 
of the world, and the higheſtmarke 
of rrue loves ambition Their ſweet 
lookes and amiable features tell 
thee, thatthe heauen of thy eyes 
which was the reverend Maicſtie 


| of thy waiſters face, once ihined 


with farre more pleaſing graces, 
but is nowe disfigured with the 
dreadfull formes ot death. Inſum, 
they were to thee, like the glitte- 
ring Parkes of a broken Diamor - 
an 
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Marie Magdalen, 
and like pictures ot dead anddecai- 
ed beauries,{ignes, not ſalues'of 


thy calamitie,memorials, not mie- | 


dicines of thy misfortune. 

Thy eyes were too well acquain- 
ted yvith the truth, to accept aſup- 
plicof ſhadowes, andas comeli- 
neſle,comfort,and glorie werene- 
vcr in any other ſo truely arhome, 
ando pzrhitly in their prime;asin 
the| perion ad ſpeeches of thy 
Lord: fo cannot thv thoughres-but 
be like ſtrangers in auy forraigne 
delights. For in them all thou ſceſt 
no more, ur fom ſcattered crums, 
and hungrie woric!s of thy. late 
plentiful ba 1qtets , a) id findeſt-& 
dim refexion ot thy t-5rmer light, 
which likea (lath of lightning; in 
acloſe and itormienight, ſerverh 
thee, b:utto {ee rhy prelent infeli- 
citie, and the better ro knowe the 


| hirenaithe inſuing darknes, 


Thou thinkeſft therefore, thy: 


ſelfe 
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ſelfe blamelcile, both in weeping 
for thy loſle, adi in refuling other 
comfort : Yer'i in common courte- 
fie affoord theſe Angels an aun- 
ſwere, fith their charitie in viſiting 
thee, defernech much more, and 
thou (if not too vngratefull) canſt 


allow themnoleſle, 


Alas ( faith ſhe) what needeth 


my aunſ{ivere, where the miſerie 


' ir ſelfe ſpeakerh , and the loſle is 


manifeſt > My eves haue anſwered 
them with tcares, my. breaſt with 
ſighs, and my heart with chrobs, 


 whatnced1] alſo punith my tongue 


or wound my fore with a newe 
rehearſall of fo dolctull a myl- 
chance ? They hane taken away ,Own- 
fortunate word, They have es a= 


| Way my Lord. 


(0) afflicted womins; vhy chi ikeſt 


| thou this word fo vnfortunate? Ir 
| may be the angels hauc taken him, 


more ſolemnly to entoombe him, 
F and 
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Marie Magdalens 


and fith earth hath done her laſt 


homage , happily the Quires of 
heauen arc allo deſcended to de- 


fray vnto him, their funerall duc- 


ties. 

It may be that the Centurion and 
the reſt, thar did acknowledge him 
on the croſle to be the ſon of God, 


have been touched with remorſe, 


and goared with the pricke of con- 
ſcience, and bcing deſirous to fa- 
tisfie for their haynovs offence, 
havenow taken him, more hono- 
rably tointerre him , and by their 
ſervicero his body ſought forgiue- 
nefle, and ſued the pardonof their 
guiltie ſoules, 43 
Peraduenture ſome ſecret Diſci- 
ples, ha 'e wrought this exploit, 
and maugre the watch taken him 
from hence, with due honour to 
preſerue him in fome better place, 
and therefore being yet vncer» 
taine who hath him , there is 


nd | 


i. 


—— 
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noſuch cauſe tolament, ſith the 
oreater probabilities, -march on 
the better [1de. VVhy doclt thou 
call ſorrow beforcir commeth, 
whichwithout calling cometh on 
theetoo fait ? yea why doeſt thou 
create ſorrow where itisnot, ſith 
thouhaſt true forrowe enough 
though imagined forrowes kelpe 
not? it is folly to ſuppoſe the 
worſt where the beit may be ho- 
ped for, and euery mithap bring- 
eth gricte cnough with ir, though 
we with our feares,do not goe firſt 
romecte it, Quiet then thy ſelfe. 


tilltimetrie outthetrurh, and it 


may be thy feare wil proue greates 
than thy misfortune, 

But Iknow thy love is little het- 
ped witi this leffon : tor the more 
it loueth the more it feareth : and 
che more defirous to enioy, the 
more doubtfull ir isto looſe, It 


neither hath mcaſure in hopes, 


F:2 nor 
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Marie Mazdalens 
nor meane in feares: hoping the 


beſt vpon the leaſt ſurmiles, & fea- 


ring the worſt vppon the weakeſt 


grou:n des. And yet both tearing 


and hoping at onetime, neither 
feare with-ho!deth hope from the 
higheſt attempts, nor hope can 
ſtrengthen feare againſt the ſmal- 
leſt ſuſpitions : buc maugreal fears 
loues hopes will mount to the 
higheſt pitch,8 maugre all hopes, 
loues feares will ſtoupe tothe low- 
eſt downecome.To bid thee there- 
fore hope, is not to forbid thee 
to feare, and thougitit may be for 
the beſt, that thy Lord is taken 


from thee, yer, (ith it may alſo bee 


forthe worſt, that will neuer con- 
tent thee. 

Thou thinkeſt hope doth e- 
nough to keepe thy heart from 
breaking and feare little enough 
to force thee tono more than wee- 
ping, ſhit is likely thathe hath 
| bin 


QV 
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bin taken away vpon hatred by his 
cnimics,as vpoloue by his frends. 
— Forhutherto(fayeſt thou) his 
friends haue all tailed him, and his 
foes prevailed againſt bim, and as 
they that would not defend him 
alive, areleſlz likely ro regard him 
dead,fo they that tho1gitt one life 
to little totake from him, arenot 
valikely after dzach to wicke new 
ragevpon him. 

And though 'this doubt were 
not, yetwhoſoeuer hath taken 
him , hath wronged mc,in not ac- 
quanting me with it, for to take 
away mine without my conſent, 
can neither be offercd withour jn- 
iurie,nor ſuffered without ſorrow. 
Andas for Icſus hee was my Ieſus, 
my Lord, andy maiſter. He was 
mine. becauſe he was giuen vnto 
me, and borne forme: he was the 
author of my. being,and ſo my ta- 


ther,he was the worker of my well 
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Marie Magaalens 

doing, andtheretore my fauiour, 
he was the price of my ranſome, 
and thereby my redeemer : He was 
my Lord to commaund mee, my 
mailterto inftruttme, my paſtor 
to feede me. He was mine becauſe 
his loue was mine, and when hce 

aue me his loue he gaue me him- 
Ne ,lith loue is no gittexcept the 
giver begiuen with 1t,yca it is no 
Joue,vnleſle it be as liberal! of that 


Iitts, asof thatit hath . Finally 


if che meate bee mine that I cate, 
the life mine wherewith Iliue, or 
he mine, all whoſe life, labours and 
dcath were mine , then dare I 
boldly faye that Iefus' is mine, 
fith on his bodie I feede, by his 
lo:e I live, and to my good with- 
out any nezde of his owne, 


hath he lived, labourcd,and died 


_ And therefor though his Difci- 


ples, though the Centurion, yea 
thoughthe angels haue taken him, 
they 
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they have done me wrong, in de- 


fcatingme of my right, ſith Ine- 
uer meaae tore{:tgne my intereſt, 

Bur wit it he hath taken away 
himſelfe, wilt thou allo lay vniu- 
ſtice to his charge > Though he be 
thinc, yet thine tocomaund,not to 
obay, thy Lord to diſpoſe of thee, 
andnotto be by thee diſpoſed : and 
therefore, as it 1sno reaſon that the 
ſeruant ſhould bee maiſter of his 
maiſters ſecrets , ſo might hee, and 
peraduienture fo hath he, remoued 
without acquainting thee whither, 
reuiuing himſelfe with the fame 
power with which hee raifed thy 
dead brother,& fulfilling the words 
that he often vttered of his reſur- 
rection. 

It may be thou wilt ſay, that a 
gift once giuen, cannot be reuo- 
ked ,and therefore though it were 
before in his choyle , not to giue 


himſclfe vnto thee, yetthe deede 


of 
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Marie Magdalens 

of gift being once made, hee can- 
not be taken from thee, neither 
can the doner diſpoſe of his gitt 
without the poſleſlours priuitie. 
And fith this isarule in the Jaw of 
nature, thou mayelt imagine 1t a 
breach ofequitie, andan impeach- 
ment of the right to conuey him- 
ſelkc away without thy conſent. 

But to this Iwill anſivere rhee 
with thine owne ground, For if he 
be thine by being giuen thee once, 
Thou arthis by as manie gittes, as 
daics, and therefore he being abfo- 
lutc owner of thee, is likewiſe full 
owner of whatſoeuer /is thine, and 
conſequently becauſe he is thine, 
he isalfo. his owne, and fonothing 
liable vnto thee, for taking himlelte 
from thee, 

Yea but he is my Lord (fayeſt 
thou) and in this reſpe&, bound 
to keep me, atthe leaſt bound not - 
to kill me: and fith killing is no- 

| thing 


; 
: 


; 


| 
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thing but a ſevering of life from 
the body , he being the chieie lite 
both of my ſoule ai:d body, cannot 
poſſibly go irom me, buc he inuſt 
with a double death kill me ; And 
theretore he being my Lord , and 
bound to protect his ſcruant, It is a- 


gainſt all lawes that Iſhould bee 


thus forſaken. _ | 

But O cruel tongue,why pleadeſt 
thou thus again{t im, whoſe caſe I 
feare me 1510 pitifull, that it might 
rather mooue all tongues to plead 
for him , being peraduenture in 
their handes , whoſe vnmercitull 
heartes, make themſelues merrie 
with his miſerie, and build the tri- 
umphes of their impious victorie, 
vpon the doletull ruines of his dil- 
graced gloric? Andnow (O grictec) 
becauſe I know not where he is, [ 
canot imagin how to help, torthey 
haue taken him away, and I knoiv 
not where they haue put him. , 
PD Alas 


Marie Magdalens | 

Alas M:y:2, why doeſtthou con- 
ſame thy {ele with theſe cares? His 
father knoweth, and he will helpe 
him. The Angels know, and they 
- will guard him . His owne ſoule 
knoweth, and that will affilt him. 
And what neede then is there, that 
thou filly woman (houldeſt know 
it, that canſt no way profit him? 
Butl fcele in what vaine thy pulſe 
beateth , and by thy deſire I dil- 
couer thy diſeaſe . Though both 
heauen andearth did know it, and 
the whole world had notice of it, 
yet | except thou alſo wert made 
priuie vato it, thy woes would be 
as great, and thy teares as manic, 
That others ſee thy ſunne, doeth 
not lighten thy darkenefle, neither 
can others cating ſatisfte thy hun- 
ger. The more there be that know 
of him, the greater ts thy ſorrow, 
that among ja many thou art not 


thought worthy to be one , And 
: rhe 
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the more there be that may helpe 
him, the more it greeucth thee 
that thy pore help is not accepted 
among them. Though thy know- 
ledgeneederh not, thy loue doth 
dots it, and though it availe not, 
thy deſire will feeke it, Ifall know 
1r,thou wouldeſt know it with all: 
ifnoother, thou wouldeſt know 
italone,and from whom locuer it 
be concealed, it muſt beno ſecrer 
to thee . Though the knowledze 
would diſcomfort thee, yet know if 
thou wilt, yea though it would kill 
thee, thou couldeit not foibeace 
It. | 
Thy Lord to thy loue 1s lyke 
drinke to the thicſtie,which if thev 
cinot hauethey die for drouth, & 
being long withourit, they pine 
away with longing. 'Andas men 
in extremity of thirſtare {t1'{ o-ca- 
ming of fountaines, brook es, and 
ſpringes, being neuer ableto }:aie | 
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Marie Magdalens 
otherthought, or to vtter other 
word butof drinke and moiſture: 
lo | lovers in the vehemencie of 
their paſlicn , can neither thinke 
nor ipeake bur of that they loue & 
itthar be once milling,cuerie part, 
is |bothan eye to w atch , and an 
carc to liſten, what hope or newes 
may be had of ir; It itbe good they 
dye till they heare it, though bad, 
yet they cannot "i without 1t.O f 
the good they hope that it is the 
vericbeſt;andofthe cuil they fcare 
it tobe the worſt, and yet though 
neuerſo good they pine till it be 


told, and be itneuer ſo cuill, they 


areimportunate to know it. ' And 
when they once know it, they can 


neicher bare the ioy nor brookthe 


ſorrow.bur as wel the one as the 0- 
ther is cnougheto kill them. 
Andthis O Marzel geſle to bee 
the cauſe why the Angels would 
not tell thee thy Lords eſtate. For 


if 
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if it hadbeene to thy lyking, thou 
wouldeſt hanucdyed forioy, if o- 
thewile thou w0:1ideſt haueſuncke 
downe for forrow . And therefore 
thev Jeaue this newes for him ro 
deltuer,whoſe word it it gite thee 
a wound, isal/o afalueto cureit, 
though never ſo deadly- 

Bur alas alflited ſoule, why 
doth ito deeply greeue thee, that 
thou knoweſt not where hee is? 
Thou canſt not better him it he be 
we!l.thou cift as little ſuccor him 


.ifhebeill: andſith thon feareſt 


that he is rather1!! than well, why 
wouldeſt thou know it, fo to end 
thy hopes in myſhappe, and thy 
greatefeares in farre \greater {or- 
rowes? Alas.to aske thee why, is 
in a manner to aske one halte ſtar- 
ued why he is hungry . For as thy 
Lordis the foode of thy thoughts, 
thereliefe of thy wiſhes, the onely 
repaſtof al thy deſires:{o is thy love 

a 


Marie Mazdalens 

a contitmuall hunger, and his ab- 
ſence vnto thee an extreame fa- 
mine. And therefore no maruell 
though rthouart ſo greedy to hear, 
yeato deuour any beirneuer ſo 
birternorice ofhim , ſith thy hun- 
ger is molt violent, andnothing 
butheabletocontent it. Andal- 
beitthe hearing of his harms (hold 
worke theſamc in thy minde, that 
vaholſome meate worketh ina 
ſicke ſtomacke: yet ifitronce con- 
cerne him that thou loueſt, thy 
hyngric love couldnort temper it 
ſelfe tromir , Though after with 
many wringing grypes, itdida 

long and vnpleaſant penance. 
Bur why doth thy forrow queſt 
- ſoinuch vpon the place where he 
is2 wereitnot enough fortheeto 
know who had him,butthat thou 
ma{ alio know in what place he is 
beſtowed? A worſe place thai a 
grauc no man will ofter,and m_ 
arre 
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farre better many titles will allow: 
and therefore thou maieſt boldly 
thinke, that w hereſoeuer he be. he 
is in a place fitter for him than 
where he was, 

Thy filter Marthi confeſſed him 
to bethe fonne of Ged, and with 
her confeition agreed thy belicte. 
And whatplace more conuenient 
for the fonne, than to be with his 
Father , the buſincile for which he 
hath been fo !ong from hum, being 
now fully finiſhed > + bg 

If he be the MeiT'as as thou did(t 
once belecue, it was fayd of him, 
That he (heuld <fcend on high, and lead 
our coptutie ceptine , And what is 
this height, but heaven? what our 
captivitie, but death » Dearh ther- 
fore is become his captine, and it 


1s like that with the ſpoyles therot, 


he is aſcended in triumph to eter- 


nalllife. - 


But if thou canſt not lift tliy 


mind 
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Marie Mazdalens 

mind to fo fauorabic a beliefe , yet 
maielt tho.1verie ell ſuppoie that 
heis in Paradi{:, Forit he came to 
repayre Adams ruines, and to be 
the common parent of our redem- 
ption, as Adamvwasof our origi- 
nall infection : reaſon ſeemeth to 
require, that hauing indured all 
his life the penalticof Adams exile, 
he ſhould afterdcath re-enter pol- 
ſeiſion of that inheritance which 
Adm loſt : that the ſame place 
that was the neaſt, where ſinne was 
firſt hatched , may be nowe the 
child-bed of grace and mercy. And 
ifforrow at the crofle did not make 
thee as deale, azat the roombe it 
maketh thee forgertu!!, thou didft 
in. confirmation hereof hearc him- 
ſelte ſave to one of the theeues, 
that the ſame day he thould be 
with him in Paradiic. Andif it be 
r2aion thar no thadowe thould be 
more pruiledged than the bodie, 

n0 
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no figure in more account than 
the figured truth , why ſhouldeſt 
thou beleeue that Elasand Erocch 
hauebeen in Paradiſe, theſe many 
ages, and that he whom they but 
as tipes reſebled,ſhould be exclu- 
ded frothence? He excelled them 
in life , ſurpaſſed them in mira- 
cles, he was farre beyond them in 
dignitie : Why then ſhouid nor 
his place be farre aboue, or artthe 
leaſt equall with theirs, ſtth their 
prerogatiues were ſo far inferiour 


_ vntohis? 


. Andyetlf the baſenefſe and mi- 
ſery ofhispaſſioa , haue layd him 
ſolow in thy conceite, that thou 
thinkeſt Paradiſe too high a place 
to be likely tohaue him : the very 
loweſt roome.that any reaſon can 
aſſigne him, cannot be meaner 
than the boſome of Abraham; 
and (ith God in his life did fo of- 
ten acknowledge him tor his ſon, 
- wW_— it 


Marie Magaalens 
ie ſeemeth the ſlendreſt prehemi- 
- nence,that he can giue him aboue 
orher men that being his holy oxe, 
he ſhould not in his body ſee corruption, 
bur be free among the dead, repo- 
ſing borhin bodic and ſoule,where 
others ſaints are in foule onely.Let 


not therefore the place where hee 


is, trouble thee , {ith it cannot be 
woorſe than his graue,and infinite 
conieCtures make probability that 
ir cannot but be better, 

- /But ſuppoſe that he were yet 
remaining incarth, and taken by 
others out of his Tombe , what 
would it auaile thee to knowe 
where he were? Ifhe be with ſuch 
as loue and honour him , they will 
be as warie to.keepe him, as they 
are loath he ſhouldbe loſt:& rher- 
fore wil either often change,orne- 
uer cofeſle the place, knowing ſe- 
creſie to be the ſurcſt locke to de- 
fend fo great a treaſure . If thoſe 
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haue taken him, that malice and 
maligne him, thou mayeſt vvell 
11dge him paſt thy recouerie, when 
he is once in pollefſion of fo cruel} 
owners, | 

. Thou wouldeſt happily make fale 
of thy lining, and ſecke him by ran- 

ſome.Bur it is not likely they would 
ſell him to be honored, that boughc 

him ro be murthered. 

If price would not ſerue , thou 
wouldeſt fall to prayer, But how 
can prayer ſoften ſuch flint hearts ? 
and if they {corned ſo manie teares 
offered for his life , as little will 
they regard thy intreatie for his 
corſe. SEG 

If neitherprice nor prayer would 
preuaile, thou wouldeſt attempr it 
by force. Bur alas filly fouldier,thy 
arms are to weake to manape wea- 
pons, andthe iſſue of the aflauwr, 
would be the loſle of thy ſelte. _ 

If no other way would helpe, 
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| Marie Magdalens 
thou wouldeſt purloyne him by 
ſtealth, and thinke thy ſelfe happy 
in contriuiag ſuch athett. O Mary 
taou art deceiued,, for malice will 
haue manie lockes, and to ſteale 
him from a theefe,that could ſteale 
him fro the watch, requireth more 
cunuing in thearte, than thy want 
of praGtiſe can affoord thee. 

Yet if theſe be the cauſes that 
thou enquireſt of the place , thou 
ſhewelt the force of thy rare affec- 
tion, and deſerueſt the Lawrell of 
a pertect louer, 

Burtto feele more of their ſweet- 
neſle, I will pound theſe ſpices,and 
dwell a while in the peruſe of thy 
reſolute feruour, 

And firſt , can thy loue enrich 
thee when thy goods are gone, or 
adead corle repay the value of thy 
ranſome? Becauſe he had neither 
bed to be borne in, nor gave to 
be buried in : wilt thou therefore 
i rather 


\ \ \ 
"4 Ch ('- 3 *'A 


Funerall Teares.. 44 


rather be poore with him,than rich 
without him. EL, 
Againe, it thou had(t to ſue to 
ſome cruel Scribe or Phariſte, that 
15, toa hart boyling in rancor,with 
a heart burnivg in loue, for athing 


 ofhimaboueall things deteſted,ot 


thee aboue all things defired:as his 
enemy to whom thou ſueſt, and his 
friend for whom thou intreateſt : 
canſt thou thinke it potſible for this 

| ſute to ſpeed 2 Could thy loue re- 

 paire thee.from [is rage, or ſuch 
a tyrant ftoupe to a vvomans 
teares? . 

Thirdly , if thy Lord might be 
recouered by violence, art thou ſo 
armed in compleat loue, that thou 
thinkeſt it ſufficient harneſle? or 
doth thy loue endue thee with 
ſuch a 1udiths ſpirite, or lend thee 
ſuch Sampſons lockes, that thou 
canſt breake open huge gates, or 
foyle whole armies ? Is thy loue fo 
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| Marie Magadalens 

{ure 2 ſhield, that no blowe can 
breake it, orfo ſharp adint, thatno 
forcecan withſtand it 2 Can it thus 
alter ſexe: change nature, and ex- 
ceed all Art? 

Bur of all other courſes wouldeſt 
thou aduenture a theft to obtaine 
thy deſire? A good deed muſt bee 
well done , ng a worke of mercic 
without breach of iuſtice. It were 
2 {inne to fteale a prophane trea- 
fure, but to ſtcale an annointed 
Prophet, can be no lefle than a ſa- 
\ criledge. And what greater ſtain to 

_ thy Lotd, to his doctrine, and to 
thy ſelfe, than to fee thee his Diſ- 
Ciple publikely executed for an o- 
pen theft ? 

O Marie, vnleſſe thy loue haue 
better warrant than comon ſerce, 
I can hardly ſee how ſuch diſſeign- 
ments can be approoued. 

Approoued (ſaith ihe) I would 
to God the execution were as ca- 


fie 


| 
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fieas the proofe, and [ſhould nor 
long bewaile my vnfortunar loſfe. 

 Toothers it ſeemeth ill ropre- 
ferreloue before riches, bur to 
loue it ſeemeth worſe to pteferre 
any thing before it ſelfe. Cloath 
him with plates of filuer, that ſhi- 
uereth for colde , orfill his purſe 
with treaſure, chat pineth for hun- 
ger,and ſee whether the plates will 
warme him, or the treaſure feede 


' him . Nono,hewill giuevs all his | 


plates for a wollen garment,and al 


| his mony fora meales mear. Eue- 


rie ſupply fittethnot with eueric 


\ neede, and the lone offo fweetea 
. Lordhath no correſpondence in 


worldly wealth . Without him-I 
were poore, though Empreſle of 
the world . With him I wererich 
though I hadnothing elſe. They 
that haue moſt irc accounted ri- 
cheſt, and they thought ro haue 
moſt, that haueall they _—_ and 

there- 
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| Marie Mapdalens 

therefore as in himalone is the vt- 
rermoſt of my deſires, ſohe alone 
is the ſumme of all my ſubſtance.Ir 
were too happic anexchange, to 
haue God for goods, and too rich 
apouettieto enioy the onely trea- 
ſure ofthe world, If I were ſo for- 
tunate a begger, I woulddifdaine 
Solomons wealth , and my lone be- 
ing ſo highly inriched, my life 

ſhouldneuer complaine of want, 
And if all I am worth would 
not reach to his ranſome, what 
ſhold hinder me to ſeek him by in- 
treaty: Though I were to ſue tothe 
greateſt tyrant , yet the equitie of 
my ſute is more then halfea grant, 
If many drops ſoften the hardeſt 
ſtones, why ſhouldnot many tears 
ſupple the moſt ſtony hearts?what 
anger ſo fierie that may' not bee 
quenched with eye-water, fith a 
weeping ſuppliant, rebateth the 
edge of inore than a Lyons furie? 
"ks 
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My ſute it ſelfe would fue for mee, 
and fo doletul a corſe would quic- 
ken pittie in the molt vron hearts. 
Burſuppoſe that by rouching a 
ranckled fore, my touch ſhould 
anger ir,andmy petitionat the firſt _ 
incenſe him that heard it: he wold 
percaſe reuile mein words, and 
then his owne inturie would re- 
coyle with remorſe, and be vnto 
me a patron to proceede in my re- 
queſt. And ifhe ſhould accompa- 
nie his words with blows, and his 
blowes: with: woundes , it may be 
my ſtripes would ſmart in his guil- 
tie mind, and his conſcience bleed 
inmy bleeding woundes, and my 
innocent blood fo entender his 
adamant heart , that his owne in- 
ward feelings would pleade my 
cauſe, and paraduenture obtaine | 
my lute. 
But if through extremitie of 


me, 


Afavie Magaalens 

mee, his offence might eaſily re- 
dound tomy felicity.For he wonld 
be as carefull to hide whom he had 
vniuſtly murthered, as him whom 
he had fellonioully ſtolne, and fo 
it is like, that he would hide me 
in the ſame place where hee had 
laid my Lord, andas he hated vs 
both for one cauſe, him for callen- 
ging, and me for acknowledging 
that he was the Mefſlias: ſo would 
hee vie vs both after one manner. 
Andthus what comfort my bodie 
wanted;my ſoule ſhould enioy, in 
ſccinga part of my ſelfepartnerof 
my Maiſters miſerie: with whom 
to be miſerable, I reckona higher 
fortune, than without him to be 
moſt happie. 

And if no other meane would 
ſerue to recover him but force: 
I fee no reaſon why itmightnort 
[+ very well become me? None will 

I! © bar mee from defending my life, 


; which 
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which the leaſt worme in the right 


nature hath leaue to preſerve, And 
ſith heis tromeſo deare a life, that 


without him, all life is death, na- 


ture authoriſeth my feeble forces 
to imploy their vttermoſt in ſo ne- 


ceſlarie an artempr.. Neceſfitie ad- | 


deth abilitie, and loue doublerh 
neceſſttic, andit often happeneth 
that nature armed with loue, and 
prefled with neede , exccedeth it 
ſelfe in might and ſurmounteth all 


hope in ſuccefle. And as the equi-\ 


tie of the cauſe doth breathe cou- 
rage into the defendors , making 


_ themthe more willing to fight,and 


the lefle vnwilling to die: ſo guilty 
conſcicncesare eucr timorous,ſtill 
ſtarting with ſodain frights, and a+ 
fraidof their own ſuſpitions, ready 
to-yeelde before the aſſault, vpon 
diſtreſle of their cauſe, and diſpaire 
of their defence. Sith therefore to 
reſcue an innocent, to reconer a 

| | right, 
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1| Marie Magdalens 

right, and to redreſle ſo deepe a 
wrong, is ſo1uſft a quarrel] : nature 
will enable mee, loue encourage 
mee, grace confirme mce, andthe 
judge of all iuſtice fight in my be- 

halte. | 
And if it ſeemevnfitting tomy 
ſexcintalke, much more in prac- 
tiſe to deale with marriall atfaires : 
yet when ſuch a cauſe happeneth, 
asneuer had patterne, ſuch effects 
muſt follow as are without exam- 
ple. There was neuer any body of 
a God bur one, neuer ſich abo- 
die ſtolne but now, neuer ſuch a- 
ſtealth vnreuenged bur this. Sith 
therefore the angelsnegle& it, and 
men forget it, O Tudith lend me 
thy proweſle, for I am bound to re- 

gard it, | 
But ſuppoſe that my force were 
% vnableto winne him by an open 
enterpriſe , what ſcruple ſhould 
keepeme from ſeeking him by ſe= 
Cret 
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cret meanes ? yea and by plaine 
ſtealth, it will bethought a ſinne, 
and co.dcned fora thett. O ſweet 
ſinne why was notl the firſt thar 
did commit thee? Why dd I ſuf- 
fer anie other ſinner to preuent 
me? For ſtealing from God his ho-. 
nor I was called a ſinner, and vn- 
der that title was ſpread my infa- 
mie. But for ſtealing God from a 
falſe owner, I was not worthie to 
becalled a ſinner, becauſe it had 
been roo high a glorie. If this be 
ſogreat a ſinne, and fo haynous a 
theft, let others make choiſe of 
what titles they will: but for my 
part, I wouldrefuleto be an angel, 
I would not wiſh to be a Saint, I 


would neuer be eſteemed either 


tuſt ortrus, and I ſhould be beſt 
contented if I might both liue and 
die ſucha ſinner, a::d be condem- 
ned forſuch atheft. Whenl heard 


my Lorde make fo comfortable a 
Pro- 


| Aarie Magdalens 
promiſeto the theete vpo the cros, 
that hee ſhould that day be with 
 himin Paradiſe, Thad halfean en- 
vic at that theeues good fortune, 
and wiſhed my ſelfe in the theefes 
place, fo I might haue enioycd the 
fruir of his promiſe. Bur if Icould 
be fo happy athecfe, as to commir 
"this theft, if that wiſh had rakenef- 
fe4,I would now vnwith it againe, 
and ſcorne to be any other theefe 
than my ſelte, {ith my bootie could | 
make me happier, then anie other _ 
theefes felicitic . And what though _ 
mr; fellonie ſhould bee called in 
queſtion, in what reſpe& ſpould I 
neede to feare? They would fay, 
that I loved him too well. Bur that 
were ſoone diſprooued, ſith where 
the worthineſle is infinite, no lone 
can be enough. They would ob- 
ie&t rharT ſtole an others goods: & 
as for thar, manie ſure title; of my 
jarereit, would aucrre him to bee 
| inine, 
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mine, and his dead corſe would 
rather ſpeakthan witneſſes ſhould 
faile to depole ſocertaine a truth. 
And it L hadnost a ſpecial right vn- 
to him , what ſhould moue me to 
venture my life for him? Nono,if 
I were ſo happie a fellon,l ſhould 
feare no temporall arraignment, I 
ſhould rather feare that the angels 
would cite me to my an{were , for 
preuEting thE inthe theft, ſithnot 
the higheſt Seraphin in heaue,bur 
would deemit a higher ſtile, rhan 
his owne,to be the theete that had 
commirted ſo glorious a robberie. 

But alas thus ſtand I deuiſing 
what I would doe, IfI knew any 
thing of him,and in the mean time 
Ineither know who hath him,nor 
where they haue beſtowed him, 
and ſtilI am forced to dwell in this 
anſwer, that They hane taken away 
my Lord, and 1know not where they 
haue pul him, : 

: While 


"Is Marie Magdalens 
 .,Whyle Mary thus loſt her ſelfe 
in a Laborinth of doubts, watering 
her words with teares , and war- 
ming them with fighes, ſecing the 
Angels with a kinde of renerence 
riſe, as though they had done ho- 
nourto one behinde her: She tur- 
ned backe, and ſhe ſaw Teſus [tandine, 
but that it was is ues n 
O Marie is it-poſſible rhat thou 
baſt forgotten Teſus > Fairh hath 
written him inthy: vnderſtanding, 
loue in thy will,both feare & hope 
in thy memorie- and howcan all 
theſe regiſters bee fo cancelled, 
that ſo p'ainly ſecing, thou ſhoul. 
deſt not know the contents? For 
him onely thon tyreſt thy feete, ' 
thou bedeſt thy knees, thou wrin- 
geſt thy handes. For him thy 
heart throbberth,hy breſt Ggheth, 
thy tongue complaineth, For him 
thy eyes weeveth,thy thought ſar- 
toweth, thy whole bodice fainteth 
\ and 
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and thy ſoule languiſbeth. In ſum, 
there isno partinthee, butis buſte 
about him, and notwithſtanding 
all chis, haſt thou now forgotten 
him? His countenance auoucheth 
it, his voice aflureth it, his wounds 
wicnelſle it, thy own cics beholdic, 
and doeſt thou not yet belcue thar 


this is Ieſus? Are thy ſharpeſceing 


eies become fo weake ſighted, that 
they are dazeled with the ſun, and 


blinded with the light? 


But there is ſuch a ſhower of 
teares betweene thee and him, and 
thy eies are ſo dimmed with wee- 
ping for him, that thogh thou ſeeſt 
the ſhape ofa man, yet thoucanſt 
not diſcern him. Thy eares alſo are 
ſill fo poſſeſſed with the dolefull 
Eccho of his-laſt ſpceches, which 
want of breath, made him vtter in 
adying voice, that the force and 
lowdnefle of his liuing wordes, 
maketh thee _— ir the voice 


. of 


Marie Mazaalens 
of a ſtranger: and therefore as hee 
ſecmerh vnto thee ſo-like a ſtran- 
ger, heasketh this queſtion of thee, 
O woman why weepeft thon, whom ſee- 
keff tho? © [-1% 

'D delire of the heart;/& only ioy 
of herſoule, why demari:deſtrhon 
why ſhe weepeth, or for whom ſhe 
ſeeketh? But a while ſince {he ſaw 
thee her onely hope hanging on a 
rrce, with thy headfull of thornes; 
thy eyes full of teares, thy eares 
full of blaſphemies, thy mouth full 
of gall, thy whole perſon mangled 
and disfigured , and doeſt thou | 
aske her why ſhe weepeth? Scarſe 
three daies paſled, ſhe beheld thy 
arines and legges, racked with vio- 
lent puls, thy hands and feete boa- 
red with nayles, thy fide wounded 
with a ſpeare , thy whole bodie 
torne with ſtripes and goared in 
bloud, and doeit thou her onely 
gricfe aske her why ſhe weepeth > 

5s Sher: 
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Shee beheld rhee vpon the crofle 


- with manic teares, and moſt la- 


meitadle cryes, yeelding vp her 
ghoſt, that is rhy owne ghoft, and 
alas askelt thou why ſhe weeperh? 
Andnowe to make vp her miferie, 
hauing but one hope alive which 
was, that for a ſmall releefe of her 
other aflictions, itce might haue 
annointed thy bodice, that hope is 
alſo dead,fince thy bodie is remo- 
ned andthe nowe tltandeth hope- 
lefle ofall heipe, and demaundeit 
thou why ſhee weepeth, and for 
whome ſhe {eckerh? Full well thou 
knowelt , that thee'onely the de- 
fireth, thee onely thee loueth, all 


| chinges belides rhce ſhecomem- 


neth , andeanſt thou finde in thy 
heart toaske her wl:6 ſhe ſeeketh? 
To what end,O ſivcet Lord, doe{t 
thou thus ſuf; pend her longinges, 
prolong her defircs,and martyr hir 
with theſe tedious delayes: > Thon 
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- Marie Magaalens | 
onely art the 'fortrefle of her faint 
faith , theanker of her-wauering + 
hope,theverie center of her yehe- 
ment loue : to thee ſhee truſterh, 
vpon thee ſhee relicth, andof her 
ſelte ſhe wholly deſpayreth . Shee 
is ſocarneſt-in ſecking-thee,, that 

| ſhee can neither ſeeke nor thinke 
any other thing: and all her wits 
areſo buſiedin muſing vponthee, 
thatthey drawcall attentionfrom 
her ſences,wherewith they (hould 
diſcernethee .. Being therefore ſo 
attentive to: that ſhee thinketh, 
what maruell:though ſhee marke - 
not whome ſhee ſeeth., and fith 
thou haſt fo perfe noticeof her 
thought,and ſhe fo little power to 
diſcoucr thee by ſence , why de- | 
mandeſt thou for whome ſhe ſee- | 
keth , or whyſbe weepeth?Doeſt | | 
thou looke thatſhe ſhould anſwer, | 
for thee Ieck,or-for thee Iweepe? | | 
vnleſſe thou' wilr vabende her: | 
| ; thoughts, | 
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Funerall Teares, 52 
rhoughts, that her eyes may fully 
ſeethee,or while thou wilt beco- 
cealed.doeſt thou expect that the 
ſhould be able ro know thee? 

But © Aarie, not without cauſe 
doth he aske thee rhis queſtion, 
Thou wouldſt haue him aliue, and 
yet thou weepeſt | becauſe: thou 
doeſt not find him dead. Thouarr 
ſorie that he is not heere, and for 
this veriecauſe thou thouldeſt ra, 
therbeglad. For if he were dead; 
itismoſt likely he ſhould be here, 


but not being heere, itis a ſigne 


thatheisaline. He reioyceth ro 
be out of his graue, and thou wee- 
peſt becauſe he isnotin it. He will 
not lie any where,, and thou ſor- 
roweſt fornotknowing where hee 
lieth, Alas why bewayleſt thou his 
glory; and iniurie :the reuiuingof 
is bodie as the robberie of his 
corſe? Hebeing aliue, for what 
dead man mourneſt thou, andhee 
H 3 being 


Fa 


Marie Migdalens 
being preſent,whoſe-abſence doſt 
thou lament ? But fee taking him: to 
be 4 Gardener,ſaid unto him,0 Lord - 
if thon haſt caried him from hence yell 
ne where thou haſt Lud him and I will 
take him away. 

O wonderfull effeRts of Maries 
loye, it loue bea languorthow li- 
neth thee by it > If louc be ker lite, 
how dicth ſhe in it? Ifitbereaued 
her of ſence, how did ſhe feethe 
Angels? If it quickened her lence, 
why kne'v ſhe not Ieius? Doeſt 
thou ſeeke for one , whome when | 
thou ha{t found thonknowitnor, or 
if thou doſt know him wken thon 
findeſt hin, why doſt thou ſceke 
when thou haſt him? 2 

Behold Teſts is come, and the 
partie whom thou ſeckeſt , is he 
that taiketh with thee.O Marzecall 

i vpthy wits, and open thine cyes. 
 _ Hath thyLord lined fo long, la- 
bojred fo mich, dycd with ſuch 

| Paine, 


| ; 
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paine, and ſhed ſuch ſhowres of 
bloud to come to no higher prefer- 
ment, than to be a Gardener? And 
haſt thou beſtowed ſuch.coſt, 
much ſorrow, and ſo manie teares, 
for no better mai than aliliy Gar- 


_ dener? Alas,is theforie Garden the 


beſt inheritance that thy louecan 
atfo:d him, or a Gardiners office 
the higheſt digatcie thatchou wilt 
allow him? Ithad bin better he.had 
livedto haue bin lord oftay caſtle, 
than with his death ſo dearely. to 
haue baught ſo ſmal a purchaſe. 
Bur thy miitaking , hat! in it a 
further myſterie . Thou thinkeſt 
not amiſle, though thy ſight be de- 


ceiued, For as our firſt tather, in 


the ſtate of grace and innocencie, 
was placcd in the Garden of plea- 
ſure, and the fitſt oihee., allowed 
him, was tobe a Gardener: {o the 
firſt man that cucr.was in gloric, 
appearcth firſt, 1a Garden, & pre- 

ſenteth 


| Marie Magdalens : 
ſenteth himſelfe mm a- Gardeners 
likenes,that the beginnings of glo- |} 
rie , might reſemble the entrance - 
of innocencic and grace. Andas 
2 Gardener was the fall of man- 
kind, the parent of fin, andauthor 
of death, fo- is this Gardener, the 
raiſer of our ruines, the ranſome of 
our offences , and the reſtorer of 
life , In a Garden Adam was de- 
cciued, and taken captiue bythe 
deuill, Ina Garden Chriſt was be- 
trayed and taken - priſoner by the 
Iews. Ina Garden Adam was con- 
demned tocarn hisbread withthe 
fweatof his browes. And after a 
. freegiftof the bread of Angels in 
the laſt ſupper in a Garden, Chriſt 
did earne it vs with a bloudie fwear 
of his whale body . By diſobedi- 
enreatingthe frune of a tree , our 
rightto that Garden was by Adaw 
forfeyted., and: by- the obedient 
death of Chriſtvpon a tree, a farre | 


better 


TA 
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better right is nowe reconered. 
When Adam had ſinned in the 
Garden of pleaſure: he was thete 
apparrelled in deadbeaſts skinnes, 
| thar his garment might beroken 

_ hisgraue, and his liverie of death 
agree with his condemnation fo 
dic. And now to defray the debt 
_ of thatſinne, in this garden Chrift 
lay clad in the dead mans ſhrowd, 
and buried in his Tombe , that as 
our harmes began, ſo they might 
end; and ſuch places and meanes 
as were the premiſes to our miſe- 
ric , might be alſo the concluſions 
of our misfortune'. For this did 
Chriſt inthe canticles, innite vs to 
a heauenly banquet, after he was 
come into this Garden , and had 
reaped his myrrh, andhis ſpice, ts 
forewarne vs of the ioy, that-after 
_ this harueft ſhould preſently en- 
ſue, namely when hauing ſowed- 
in this Garden, 'a body, the _ 

itic 
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litie whercof was {ignified by thoſe 
ſpiccs , he now reaped the fame, 
neither capable of death, nor ſub- 
ie& to corruptioa,. For this alſo 
was Marie permitted to miſtake, 
that wee might be infourmed of 
the myſterie, and {ee how aptly the 
courle of our redemption did an- 
{were the proceſle of our condem- 
nation. 

But though ke be the Gardener 
that hath planted the tree of grace, 
and reſtored vs to, the vie and ca- 
ting ofthe fruits of life. Though it 
behe that ſoweth his giftes in our 
ſoules, quickening in vs the ſeedes 
of vertue,and rooting out of vs the 
weedes of {inne: yet is he neuer- 
theleſſe the ſame Iefushe was, and 
the borrowed preſence of a meane 
labourer, neitheraltereth his per- 
fon, nor diminifheth his right to 
his dinine titles, 

VWhy then canſt thou not as 
| well 
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well fee what in truth hee is, as 
what in ſhewe hee ſeemerh , but 
becauſe thou ſeeft more than thou _ 
diddelt beleeue,and tindelt more 
than thy faith ſerued rhee to lecke: 
and for* thisthough thy loue was 
woorthy to ſee hin, yet thy faith 
was -voworthic to knowe © him; 
Thou didlt ſeeke for him as dead, 
and thereiore doeſt not know him 
ſecinghim aliue,and becauſe thou 
belecueſtnotothim as he is, thou 
doeſt onely ſee him as he ſcemeth 
tobe. Y - 

I cannot fay thou arte fault-. 
lefſe, ith thou arte fo lame in 
thy belcefe: bur thy faulr deſer- 
verh £ auour , becauſe thy chari- 
tic is fo great, and therefore, O 
merciful] | Iefin ,gine me lcaue to Cx- 
cule whom thou art minded to for- 
$iiic, 

Shce thought to haue founde 
thee, as {hee letr thee, and ſhe 
ſought 


4 Marie Magdalens | 
foughtthee as ihe gidlaſt ſce thee, 
being'fo ouercome with forrowe 
forthydeath;thar ſhe had neither 
roome nor m__ in her minde; 


forany hope ofthy life,and bein 
odoepilyiicencs inthe giidfect 
thy buriall,that ſhe couldnotraiſe 


herthoughts ro any conceit of thy 
reſurreQion. - vi 
- Forin the praue where oſeph 
buried thy bodice, Marie together 
with it entombed her ſfoule, and 
ſoſtraightly combined ir with thy 
corſe, that ſhe could with more 
cafe {under her ſoule from her 
owne bodie, that liueth by it, than 
from thy dead bodice, with which 
her louedidburie it : for it is more 
thine and in thee, than her owne 
or in her ſelfe: and therefore in 
ſeeking thy bodie,ſhe ſeeketh her 
owne ſoule, as with the loſſe of 
theone, ſhe alſo loſt the other. 
Whatmaruell then though _ 
Pal *, ile 
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faile,, whenthe-ſoule is loft, fith ; 


- the lanterne muſt needes be darke 
when the light is our? -_-... | 
. _—_— vnto- her therefore her 
oulethat licth impriſoned: 1n; th! 
bodie, and ſhe wil Cny 
couer herſence, and diſcouer her 
errour.For alas it is no crrourthat 
proceedeth of any willtoerre,and 
1triſeth as much of yehemencic or 
affeQion, as of default in faith. Re+ 
gardnoc the-errour.of a woman, 
butthe loue ofa Nilciple, which 
ſupplicch in ic ſelfe what ia faithit 
wanteth, - _. vxrlt 40 | 
OLaorde (faith ſhee). If thou 
haſt carried him hence; tell me where. 
thou. haſt laid bir, and 1 will take hins 
away. G INN ol '< 
O howe learned. is her igno- 
rance,and howe. skilfull her error? 


Shee charged not the Angels with 


thy remoouing ; -nor ſeemed to 
miſtruſt them for carrying thee a- 
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Marie Muzdalens 

way ,| -2$ though char her loue had 
raughther, that their helpe was 
need! leſfie,wherethe thing remoo- 
ued was remoouer of it ſelfe. She 
did nor requeſt them to enforme, 
her where thou wertlayd, as ifſhe 
had |referued that queſtion for 
thy (elfe to aniwere. But now ſhee 
"iudgerh thee fo likely to be the 
author ofher lofſe, that halfe ſup- 
poſing thee 2niltie, ſhee ſueth'a 
recouerie; and defirethithce to 
tell her where the | bodie is, as 
almoſt fully perſwaded- that thou 
art as priuie to the place, as well 
acquanmrted with the aQion . - So 
that if ſhebenotalrogetherright, 
ſhee| 15 not verie muche wrong, 
and hee erreth with fuch ayme; 

| ri ſhee verie little myſſeth the 
truth. Tell her therefore O Lord, 
what thou ha% doone with thy 
felfe, fith ic is fitteſt for thy.owne 
ſpeech to vtter,that which was on- 


ly 
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lie poſſible forthy owne power to 
rforme. | 
But O Marie, fithence thou art 
ſo deſtrous to know where thy Te- 
fus is, why doeſt thou not name 
. him, when thou askeft for him > 
Thou faidit to the angels that they 
had taken awaye thy Lorde, and 
nowethe ſecond time thou askeſt 
for him. Arethy thoughts ſoviſt- 
ble, as at thy onely preſence to be 
ſeene 3 or {o gcaerall, that they 
poſleſſe all when .they are once in 
thee? VVhen thon ſpeakett of him, 
what Him doelt chou meane, or 
howe cannea ſtranger vnderitand 
thee when thou rtalkeit of thy 
Lorde ? Hath rhe world no other 
Lords but thine ? or is the demaun- 
ding by no other name but (him) 
a ſufficient notice for whom thou 
demaiundelt ? 
But ſuch is the nature of thy 


loue, thou iudgeſt that no other 
ſhould 


Marie Magdalens 


ſhoulll be incitled a Lond, firhthe 


whole world is too little for th 

Lordes profeſſion , and that thoſe 
fewe creatures that are, cannot 
chuſe but knowe him, fith all the 
creatures of the world are too few 
to ſerue him. And as his worthics 
canappay all loues, and his onely 
loue content all hearts, ſo thou 
deemeſt him to bee fo well wor- 
thy to be owner of all thoughts, 
that no thought in thy conceite, 
=_ be well beſtowed vpon any 0- 
ther, - 
Yet thy ſpeeches ſeeme more 
ſuddaine than ſounde , and more 
peremptorie , than well ponde- 
red. Why doeſt thou fay fo refo- 
lutcly without anie further cir- 
cumſtance, thar if this Gardener 


haue taken him; thou wilt take 


him fromhim? If he had him by 
right, in taking him away thou 
ſhouldſt doe him wrong. If thou 
| ' ſuppoſeſt 


% 
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ſuppoſeſt. hee wrongfully . tooke 
. him, thoulaiſt theft co his charge, 
and howſoeuer it be thou cyther 
condemnelt thy ſelfe. for an vſur- 
per,or him fora thecte. And is this 
an cffeQt of thy zealous lou, firſt 
toabaſe him froma God .toa Gar- 
dener,& now to degrade him from 
a Gardener to a theefe? . 

Thou ſhouldeſt alſo.-haue con- 
ſidered whether he tooke him vp- 
on loue or malice. If it. were. for 
loue , thoumaiſt aſſure: thy ſelfe 
thathe will be as warie to keepe, 
. as he was. ventrous to get him, 
and therefore thy pollicy was 
weake in faving , thou wouldeſt 
take him away before thou knew- 
eſt where he was, ith none is 
ſoſimple tobewray their treaſure 
to a knowne theefe . If he rooke 
him of malice , thy offer to reco- 
ver him,is an open 2 rg , ith 

ma- 
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malice,isas obſtinate in defending 


as vidlent 3 in oftring wrong , and 
hethat would be cruel againſt thy 
maillers dead bodie, is likely tobe 
more furious againſt his living 
diſciple. 

But thy loue had no Jeyſureto 
caſt ſo many doubts, Thy teares 
were interpreters of thy words and 
thv innocent meaning was writ- 
ten in thy dotetull countenance. 
Thy, eyes were rather pleaders tor 

ittie,than Heraulds of wrath,and 
Ye by whole perſon preſented ſuch 


a patterne of thy extreie anguith, 


thar no man from thy preſence 
couldtake in any other impreſſion, 
And therefore what thy wordes 
wat ted, thy ation ſupplied, and 


did vnderſtand. 

t may bealſothat he TOES 
in thy heart, that was conccaled 
| from 


his care might miſtake his 
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Þ| fromthyſight,8& happily his voice 
and demeanour did importe ſuch 
compallion of thy caſe,that he ſec- 
med as willing to aftoord, as thou 

| defireſt ro have his helpe . And fo 
preſuming by his behauiour , that. 
thy ſute thould not ſuffer repulle, 
the tenour of thy requeſt doth bur 
arguethy hope of a graunt. 

But whart is the reaſon, that in 

all thy ſpeeches, which ſince the 
miſle of thy maiſter thou haſt vtte- 
; red ( where they haue prt him ) is al- 
{ waies apart? So thou ſaydeſt to 
the Apoſtles , theſame to the An- 
gels, and now thou doeſt repeate 
it to this ſuppoſed Gardener : verie 
fvecre mult this word bee in thy 
heart,that is ſo often in thy mourh, 
and it would neuer be fo ready in 
thy toung, if it were not verie freſh 
in thy memorie. 

But what meruaile though ir 

L 2 tall 
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taſt ſo ſweer, that was firſt ſeaſoned 
in thy maitters mouth , which as 
it was the treaſuric of: truth, the ' 
fountaine of life , and: the onely | 
quire of the moſt pertect harmo- | 
nie, {o whatſoeuer it delivered, thy 
eare deuoured,, and thy heart loc- 
kedvp. And now that thou wan- 
reſt himſelte, thou haſt no other 
- comfort buthis words, which thou 
dcemeſt ſo much the more effec- | 
ruall to perſwade , in that they 
rooke their force from ſo heauenly 
a ſpeaker. His fiveetneſle therefore 
it is, that maketh this worde ſo. 
ſveete, and for lone of him thou | | 
repeateſtirſo often, becauſe he in 
the! like caſc faide of thy brother, 
VFhere haue you put him? O howe 
much doeſt thou affect his perſon 
that findeſt ſo (weet a feeling in his 
phraſe. How much defireſt thou to 
| oy his countenance, that with ſo 
4 | great 
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great deſire prouounceſt his words. 
And how willingly wouldeſt thou 
licke his facred teer,that ſo willing- 
ly vttereſt his thorteſt ſpeeches ? 

But vvhat meanelt thou to 
make ſo abſolute a promiſe, and 


ſo bouldly to fay , 7 will take him 


away . Joſeph was afraid , and durſt 


not take downe his body from 
the crofle, but by night, yea and 
then alſo not without Pats. war-. 
rant, but thou neither ſtaieſt vntill 
night,nor regardeſt P/{at,but ſtour- 
ly promiſeſt,that thou thy ſelfe wilt 
take him away. 

What if he be inthe pallace of 
the high prieſt,and ſome ſuch maid 
as made Saint Peter denic his'mai- 
ſter,do begin to queſtio with thee, 
wilt thou the ſtandto theſe words, 
I will take him away ? Is thy cou- - 
rage ſo high aboue kinde, thy 
ſtrength fo far beyond thy ſexe,and 

by © 2 thy 


| Marie Maeaalens 

thy loue ſo much without mea- 
ſure that thouneither doeft remem- | - 
berthart all women are weake, nor '| 

that thou thy ſelte art but a wo- 

man? 'Thou exemprelt no place, 

thou preterreit no. perſon , thou 

ſpeakelt withour ieare , thou pro- 

miſelt without condition , thou 

- makelt no excevtion : as though 

nothing were impoilible that thy 

- loue ſuggeſterh. | 

Bur as the darkneſſe could not 

fright thee from ſetting foortlybe- 

fore day, northe watch tcare thee 

trom comming to the Toombe : 

as thou diddeit refolue to breake 

open the ſeales , though with dan- 

cer of thy life, and to remooue 

the ſtone from the graves mouth, 

| though thy force could not ferue 
thee: ſo what meruaile though thy 
loue being nowe more incenced 
: with the freſh wound of thy loſle, 
It 
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it reſoluevpon anv,though neue; 
{o hard aduentures? 

Louec is not ruled with reaſon, 
but with lone. Itneither regar- 
deth what can be , nor what ſhall 
bee doone, bur ONely what it 
felfe defireth to doe.No diflicultie 


_ canne mw it, no impoſſibilitie ap- 


pale 1 . Loucis titleiuſte: 1Uugh, 
and A ſtrong enough Te 
all aſſaults, and it ſelfe a reward of 
alllabours . It asketh no recom- 
pence, itreſpecteth no commo- 
dity.Loues fruits ace loues efteCts, 
and the gaines the paines, It con- 
ſidereth behoofe , more than be- 
nefite, and what in dutie it 
ſhoulde , not what in deede it 
can. 

But how cannature be {o may- 
ered with affeftion , that thou 
canſt take ſuch delight: and carric 


ſuch loue to a dead corſe?The mo- 
ther 
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Marie Magdalens 
therhow reEderly ſocuer ſhe loned 
her childe aliue, yet thee cannot 
chuſe butloath him ded. Themoſt 
louing ſpouſe cannot endure the 
preſence other deceaſed husband 
and | whoſe embracemants were 
delightſome in life, are euer moſt 
hatefull after death. Yea this is the 
nature of all, burprincipally of 
women , that theverie conceite, 
much more the ſight ofthe depar- 
ted,ſtrizeth into them fo fearefull 
and 'ougly impreſſions ,and ſtir- 
reth in them ſo great horrour, that 
notwithſtanding the moſt vehe- 
ment loue, they thinke long vntill 
the houſe berid of their very dea- 
reſt friendes, when they are once 
attyred in deaths vnlouely liue- 
rics, How then canſt thou en- 
dure to take vp his corle in thy 


handes, and to carrie it thou 


knowelt not thy ſelfe howe farre, 
| being 
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being eſpeciallyſororne and man- 
gled, and conſequently the more 
likely in fo longtime to bee tain- 
ted. 

Thy fiſter was vnwilling that 
the grauc of her owne brother 
ſhould bee opened, and yet hee 
was ſhrowded inſheetes, embal. 
med with ſpices, anddyed an or- 
dinarye death , without anie 
wound , bruſe or other harme, 
that might haſten his corrupri- 
on . But this corſe hath neither 
ſhroud nor ſpice, ith theſe are 
to be ſeene in the Toombe, and 
there isnota parte in his bodie but 
had ſome helpe to further it to de- 
cay, andartthou not afraid toſee 
him, yea to touch him, yeato 
embraceand carrie him naked in 
thy armes? 

If thou hadddeſt remembred 
Gods promiſe, that His koly one 

| ſhould 
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ſhould mot ſee corruption : Tt thou 
haddeſt belceued, that his God- 
head| remayning with his bodie, 
could haue preſerucd it from pert- 
thing, thy faith had'beene more 
worthy of prayſe , butthy loue 
leſle wortliie of admiration , fith 
the more corrijptible rhou diddeſt 
conceive him, the more com- 
bers thou diddeſt determine to 
ouercome , and the greater was 
thy Jouc in being able to con- 
quer them, Burt thou wouldeſt 
haue thought thy'ovntmentes ra- 
rher harines than helpes, if thou 
hadſtbeene ſerled in that belicte, 
and for ſo heauenly a corſe embal- 
medwith God, all earthly fpices 
woulde hauc ſeemed a diſgrace. 
If Ikewife tho:t haddeſt firmelie 
truſted vpon his reſurrefion , I 
Mould lefle meruaile at thy con- 
ſtant difipnement , {ith all ha- 
; | ZAYCE: 
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rardes in taking him ſhould haue 
beene with vſuric repaid, if lying 
in thy lappe, thou mighteſt haue 
ſcene him reuiued, and his dis!1gn- 
red and dead bodice beairtitied in 
thy armes with a diuine mateitic. 
If thou had{t hoped fo good for- 
rune to thy watericeyes , that they 
might haue been firlt cleered wir! 
the beames of his deſired light, or 
that his eyes might haue blcſſed 
thee with the firſt fruites of their 
glorious lookes : If tho:1 had(t ima- 
ginedany likelihood ro haue made 
happy thy dying heart, with ta- 
king in the firſt gafpes of his li- 
uing breath, or to hauec heard the 
firit wordes cf his pleaſing voice: 
Finally if thou hadſtchought ro 
| hane ſeene his 1nturies turned to 
honours , the markes of his miſe- 
rie to ornaments of glorie, and 
me depth of thy 'heauineſle to. 
| | {ich 
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ſuch a height of felicitie , what- 
ſoeuer thou had(t done to obtaine 
him, had been burta mite for a mil- 
lion, and too ſlender a price for {0 
ſoueraigne a pentworth, 

But hauing no ſuch hopes to 
vphold thee , and ſo manic mo- 
tiues to plunge thee in diſpaire, 
how could thy loue be ſo mightie, 
as neither to feele a womans teare 
of ſo deformed a corſe , - nor to 
thinke the weight of the burthen 
too heauic for thy feeble armes, 
nor to be amated with a world of 
dangers that this attempt didcar- 
ric with it? 

Bur affeftion cannot feare whom 
it atfeceth, loue feeleth no loadof 
him it loueth, neither can true 
friendſhip be frighted from reſcu= 
ing fo afficd a friend. 

What meaneſt thou then , 


| comfort of her life ;, to leaue G 
conſtant 
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conſtant a wel-willer ſo long vn- 
comforted, and to puniſh her fo 
much, that fo yvell deferuerh 
pardon 2 Dallie no longer with 
ſo knowne a loue, which ſo ma- 
nie trials auouch moſt true. And 
ſith ſhee is nothing but what ir 
pleaſeth thee, let hertaſte the be- 
nefite of being onely thine. Shee 
did not followe the tide of thy 
betcer fortune, to ſhift ſaile when 
the ſtreamedid alter courſe. Shee 
beganne not to loue thee in thy. 
life , to leaue thee after death: 
Neither was ſhee ſuch a gueſt ar 
thy table, that meant to bee a 
ſtranger in thy neceſſitie . She lefr 
chee not inthy loweſt ebbe, ſhee 
reuolted not from thy laſt extre- 
mitie : Inthy lite thee ſerued thee 
with her goods: in thy death ſhee 
departed not from the crofle : at- 
ter death ſhee came to dwell with 

thee 
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thee at thy graue, VWhy then doeſt 
thou not ſaye with Nee? Bleſs 
ſed be ſhe of onr Lord, becauſe what 
courteſie (hee affoorded to the quicke, 
ee hath alſo continued towardes the 
dead. A thing fo much-the more 
to beeſteemed, in that it is moſt 

rare. | 5 
Doe | not ſweere Lorde anje 
longer delaye her. Beholde thee 
hath attended thee--rheſe three: 
dayes, and ſhee hath not what 
to cate, nor where-with to fo- q 
ſter. her famithed foule , vnlefſe -. 
thou by” diſcovering © thy ſelfe, | 
doelt miniſter vnio her the bread 
of thy body, and feede her with 
the foodz, that hathin.it all taſte 
of ſweetenefle . If therefore 
thou wilt not haue her to faint 
In the waye , refreſhe her with 
that vvhich her hunger requi- 
reth . For farely ſhee cannot 
long 


RS 


. D416 =...” RE : 
CO et tad et ear en ni en nn COCA OS 
bs RY 4 


_- 


Funcrall Teares, 65 
long enioye the lite of her bo- 
dic, vnlcile ihce may pg No- 
rice of rhece, thatart the litc 
her ſoule. 

But feare not Marie for thy 
tcares will obtaine., They are too 
mightie orarours, roſctany ſuite 
fall,and though they pleaded at 
the moſt rigorous barre,yet haue 
they ſo perfivadingafilence, and 
ſo conquering a complaint , that 
by ycelding t ; OUercome , and 
by entreating they commaunde. 
They rye the tongues of all ae- 
cuſers , and ſoften the rigour 
of the ſeuereſt Indge . Yea they 
winne the intſible, and binde 
thc omnipotent , When they 
{cemec molt pittitull , they have 
greate power , and being moſte 
forſaken they are more victori- 
ous, Repentanteyes are rhe Cel- 


 lers of Angells, and penitent 
tcares 
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_ teares their ſweete(tevines, which 
the ſauorof life pertumeth; the 
taſte ofgrace ſweetnerh , and the 
pureſt colours of returning inno- 
cencie highly beautiefich . This 


deaw of deuotion neuer faileth , - 


butthe ſunne of iuſtice drawerh 
it vp, and vpon what face ſocuer 
itdropperh , itmaketh it amiable 
in Gods eye, For this water hath 
thy heart becne long a limbecke, 
ſometimes diſtilling itout of the 
weedes of thy owne offences 
with the fire of true contrition. 
Sometimes out of the flowers 
of ſpitituall comforts, with the 
flames of contemplation,and now 
out of the bitter hearbes of thy 
maiſters miſeries , with the heate 
of a tender compaſſion , This 
water hath better graced thy 
lookes, thanthy former alluring 
glances. Ir hath ſetled worthier 

| beauties 
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beauties in thy face, thanal! thy 
artificiall payntings. Yeathts one- 
lie water hath quenched Gods 
anger, qualified his iuſtice, reco- 
uered his mercic , merited his 
loue , purchaſed his pardon, and 
brought forth the ſpring of all. 
thy fauours . Thy teares were the 
proours for thy brothers life, 
the inuiters of rhoſe Angells for 
thy comfort, and the ſuters that 
ſhall be rewarded with the firſt 
ſight of thy reuived fauiour , Re- 
warded they thall be , butnotre- 
frained , altered in their cauſe, 
buttheit courſe continued. Hea- 
ven would. weepe at the lofle of 
ſo pretious a water, and earth la- 
ment the abſence of fo fruitefull 
ſhowers . No no, the Angels 
muſt ſtill bathe chemſelues in the 
pure ftreames of thy eyes, aud thy 
face ſhall fill be ſet with this 11- 

K quid 
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quid pearle , that as out of thy 
reares, were ſtroken the firſt ſparks 
ofthy Lordes loue , fo thy teares 
may bee the oyle, tonouriſh and 
| feede his fame. Till deathdam vp 
the ſprings, they ſhall neuer ceaſe 
running: and then ſhall thy ſoule 
be ferried to them to the harbour 
of life, thatas by them it was firſt 
paſled from ſinnerograce, fo in 
them it may be wafted from grace 
ro glorie. In [the meane time, 


rearc yp thy fallen hopes, andga- - 


ther confidence both of thy ſpee- 


 diecomfort,8 thy Lords well be- | 


ing. 
Jeſus ſaith unto her, Maria,She tur= 
ning, ſaith unto him : Rabboni. 


O louing maiſter, thou diddeſt | 


onely, deferre her conſolation, to 
increaſe it, that the delight of thy 
preſence, might bee ſo much the 
more welcome , in that through 


thy | 
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thy long abſence it was with fo 
little hope, ſo much deſired. 
Thou wert content ſhee ſhould 
lay our for thee ſo manie fighes, 
reares, and plaints , and diddeſt 
purpoſely adiourne the date ofher 
payment , to requite the length of 
theſe delayes with a larger | —__ | 
of ioye. It may be ſhee knewe 
not her former happineſſe , ill 
ſhee was weaned from it :nor had 
a right eſtimate in valuing the 
treaſures,with which thy preſence 
did enrich her,vntill her extreame 
pouertie taught her their vneſti- 
-mable rate. But now thou ſhew-. 
eſt by a ſweete experience, that 
thoughe ſhee payd thee with the 
deareſt water of her eyes, with 
her beſt breath , and tendereſt 
loue, yetſmall was the price that 
ſhee beſtowed in reſpe of the 
worth that ſhee recetued. Shee 

K 2 ſought 
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ſought thee dead, and impriſoned | 
ina ſtonie gayle : andnowe ſhee | 
findeth thee both aliue andar full | 
hibertie . She ſought thee ſbry- | 
nedin aſbrowd, more like a lea- 
per than thy ſelfe, let as the mo- 
dell ofthe vttermoſt miſerie , and 
the onely patterne ofthe irrerct 
vnhappicefſe. And now ſhee fin- 
deth thee inueſted in the robes of 
glorie,the preſtdent of the higheſt, 
and both the owner and giuer ofall 
felicitie. 

And as all this while ſhee hath 
foughe without finding , wept 
without comforte , and called: 
without aunfwers : ſo nowe thou ' 
did(? ſatisfic her ſeeking with thy 
comming , her teares with thy 
tryumph , and all her cryes with 
this one word, Marie . For when 


ſhee heard thee call her in thy 


woonted manner, and with thy 
viuall | 


a ith.  _ APY _—_ | 
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viuall voyce; her onely name iſſu- ” 
| ingfrom thy mouth , wroughtſo 
| ſtrangean alterationin her, as if 
ſhee had beene wholy newe made 
when ſhee was onelynamed. For 
whereas before the violence ofher 
| | griete had ſo benummed her, that 
| her bodice ſeemed but the hearſe 
of her dead heart, ad her hearr 
- | the cophin of an vnliuing ſoule, 
| | andher whole preſence bura re- 
preſeatation of a double funerall 
of thine, andof herowne : nowe 
with this one word her (ences arc 
reſtored, her minde lightened,her 
heart quickened, and her ſoule re- 
uiued, | 
But what macuell though with 
one word he rayle the dead. ſpirits 
of his poore diſciple', that witha 
word made the world, and euen in 
this veric word ſheweth an omni- 
potent power? 
| | K 3 Aary 
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Marie ſhee was called as well in 
her bad as in her reformed eſtate, 
and both her good and euill, 
was all of Maries working. And 
as Marie (ignifieth noe lefſe what/ 
ſhee was, then what ſheeis-ſois 
this one word by his vertue that 
ſpeaketh it, a repetition of all her 
miſeries, an Epitome of his mer- 
cies, and a memoriall of all her 
better .fortuncs, - And therefore 
it layd fo generall a diſcoueric-of 
her ſelfe before her eyes , that it 
awaked her moſte forgotten for- 
rowes , and muſtered togeather 
the whole multitude of her ioyes, 
and would haue left the iſſue of 
their mutunie verie doubtfull, bur 
that the preſence and notice of 
her higheſt happineſſe decided 
the quarrell , andgaue her ioyes 
the victorie , For as 'hee was 
her onelie Sunne , whoſe going 
downe, 


: 


; 
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downe, left nothing but a dum- 
piſh night of fearcfull fanſies, 


wherein noe ſtarre of hope tby- 
ned, and the brighteſt planners _ 


weare changed into diſmall{ignes: 
ſo the lerenitic ofhis countenance 
& authority of his word, brought 
a calme and well tepered day, that 
chaling away all darkeneſle, and 
diſperpling the cloudes of melan- 
choly,curedthe letargie,and brake 
the dead ſleepe ofher altonied fen- 
CCS. 

Shee thercfore rauiſhed with 
his voyce, and impatient of de- 


layes, taketh his talke out of his - 


mouth , and to his firſt and yer 
onely word , anſwered but one 0- 
ther, calling him Rabbozi, that is 
Maiſter . And then fodayne ioy 
rowſing all other paſſtons , ſhee 
coulde no more proceede in her 
owne, than giue him leaue to goc 

forward 


3 
- Pl <_"e 


ED ett Se eee er RR 


* — PO 


TY 


£ 
F 
Q 
; 4 
P z 
4A ( 
q \ 
[| 
+ 
D. 4 
\# 
/ 
'F 
(5 
[ 
f 


oy 


4 
+ QA SIA  IOIRn, no 


VT—_——o—— Oo ———e—e_——_—_—— 


_ | Marie Magaalens 
forward with his ſpeech. \ 
Loue would hauc ſpoken, but ! 
. feare inforced filence . Hope fra- t 
meth the wordes, but doubte mel- ] 


teth them in the paſſage : and whe i ? 
her inward conceites ſerued to | C 
come out, hervoice trembled,her {| + 
tongue faltred, her breath failed, { r 
In fe , tcares iſſued in liewe of { | 
wordes, and deepefighes in ſtead 0 
of longlentences, the ſupplying ri 
the mothers default, and the heart n 
prefling out the vnſillabled breath ti 
at once , which the conflict of p 
her difagrecing paſſions, would te 
not ſuffer to bee ſorted into the { 
ſeuerall ſounds of intelligible ſpee- b 
ches. | EN kc 
For, ſuch is their eſtate thar v 
are {icke with a ſurfet of ſodaine O 
ioy, for the attainining of athing f: 
vehemently deſired . For as' de= ri 
ſte is euer vſhered by hope, and tl 
| wayced 
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wayted on by tearc , fo is itcredu- 
lous in entertaining coniectures, 
bur hardin grounding a ficme be- 
leete. And thought be apt to ad- 
mitre the leait ſhadowe of wiſhed 
comfort, vet the hotter the deſire 
is to haue it,the more perfect aſſu- 
rance it requireth for it: which ſo 
long as it wantcrh the firſt newes 
or apparance of that which is in 
requeſt,is rather an alarum to ſum- 
mon vp all paſſions, than retrejt 
to quiet the deſire. For as hope 
preſumeth the beſt, and inniteth 


1oy togratulat the good ſucceſle: 
ſo feare ſuſpeQeth it too good to 


bee true, and calleth vp jorrowe 
to bewaile the vncertaintie. And 
while theſe enterchange obieCti- 
onsand anſivers, ſometimes teare 
falleth into deſpaire , and hope 
riſeth into repyning anger, and 
thus the skirmiſh- ſtil] A 
ti 
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Marie Magdalens 
rill euidEce of proote conclude the 
controuerlie. | 


Marie therefore though ſhe ſud- 4 q 


denly, anſwered vpon notice ot his 
voice,yet becauſe the nouelty was 
ſoſtrange, hisperſon fo changed, 
his preſence ſo vnexpetted, and ſo 
- many miracles layd at once before 
her amazedeyes,ſhee found a ſedi- 


tion in her thoughts, till more ear- | 


neſt viewing him exempted them 
from all doubr. | 

And then though words would 
hauebroken out,and her heart ſent 
inro his, duties that thee ought 
him, ye, eueric thought ſtriving to 
be firſt vttered , and to haue the 
firſt roome in his gracious hearing, 
-ſhee was forced as an indifferent 
arbitrer among them , to ſeale 
them vp all vnder ftlence hy ſup- 
preſſing ſpeech, andtoſupply the 


want of words, with more figni- 


ficant 
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ficant ations. And therefore run- 
ning to the haunt of hercheefeſt 
delights, and falling at his ſacred 
feete, ſhce offered to bathe them 
with teares of ioy,, and toſanctific 
her lips with kiſſing his once gree- 
vous , but nowe moſt glorious 
wounds, -' - © | 

Shee ſtayed not for any more 
words , being nowemade bleſſed 


with the word himſelte, thinking . 


ita greater benefit, at once to feed 
all her wyſhes, in the homage, ho- 
nour and embracing of his fcete, 
thEin the often hearing ofhis leſle 
comfortable talke. | 

For as thenature of Joue coue- 
teth not onely to bevnited, bur if 
it were poſſible wholly transfor- 
medout of itſclfe into thething it 
loueth : So dooth ir moſt affect 
that which moſt vniteth , and pre- 


any 


| Marie Magdalens 

anic diltant contentment. And 
therefore to ſec him, didnot ſuf- 
fice her; co hearc him, didnotqui- 
ether; toſpeake with him,was nor 
_ ynough tor her , and except (hee 
mightcouch hun , nothing could 
pleaſe her.But though ſhe humbly 
fell downe at his feet to kiſle them 
yer Chriſt did torbid her, ſaying; 
Doe not touch me, for 1 am not yet aſce + 

ded tomy Father. Mak 
O Ieſt, wharmiſterie is in this? 
Being dead in {inne,thee touched 
thy mortall feete that were todie 
for her ſake, and being nowe aliue 
in grace, may ſhee not touch thy 
a tecte, thatare no lelle for 
er benificreuiued 2 She was once 
admitted to annoint thy head, and 
is ſhe now vnworthy of acceſle to 
thy feete > Dooſt thounowe com- 
maund her from that for which 
thou wert woonte to commende 


her 
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her, and byprayſing the deed did- 
deſt mooue her” often todoe it, 
Sithother women ſhal rouch thee 
why bath the arepuiſe,yea fith ſhe 
herfelfe hal touch thee hereafter, 


'why is is ſhee now reiefted?Whar 


meaneſt thou O Lord,by thus de- 
barring her of ſo deſired a dutie, 
and fith amaneſt all thy Diſciples 
thou haſt vouchſafed her with fuch 


. aprerogatine, as to honour her 


eyes with thy firſt fight, and her 
eares with thy firſt words, why de- 
nieſt thou the priuiledge of thy 
firſt embracing? It the multitude 
of her reares kaue woone that fa- 
nour for hereye<, and her longing 
to heare thee,ſo great a recompece 
to her cares, why dooſt thou not 
admit her hands to touch,and her 
mouth to kiffe rhy holy feete, ith 
the one with manie plair:ts,and the 


other with their readines to all ſer- 


Ces, 


. | Mary Magdalens 

vices, ſeemed to haue.carned no 
lefle reward. | 

Bur notwithſtading all this,thou 
| preuenteſt the effc& ofher offer, 

with forbidding her to touch thee 
25 if thou hadſt ſaid. : 

© Marie know the difference be- 
tweenea glorious and a mortall 
bodie ,| betwecne the condition of 
a momentary & of aneternall life. 
For ſith the immorrality ofthe bo- 
die, andthe glorie both of bodie 
and ſoule, are the endowments of 
an heauenlic inhabitant, and the 
rightes of another world, thinke 
notthis tauour toſeeme hecre or- 
dinary,nor leaue to touch mea 
common thing. | 


It werenot ſo great a wonder 


to ſee. the (tarres fall from their 
Spheares, and the Sunne forſake 
Heauen, and to come within the 
reach of a mortallarme, as for _ 

that 


— 
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that am not onely a Citizen, bux 
the foucraigne offaintes, and the 
ſunne whoſe beames are the An- 
pcls bliſſe, ro ſhewe my ſelfe viſt- 
ble.to the pilgrimes of this world, 
and to diſplay eternall beauties to 
corruptibleeyes. Though I bee 
not yet aſcended to my father, I 
ſhall ſhortly aſcend,and therefore 
meaſure not thy demeanour to- 
wards me by the place whereI am 
bur by that which is due vntome. 
And then thou wilt rather with 
reverence fall downea far off,chan 
with ſuch familaritie preſume to 
couch me, Dooſt thounot beleeue 
my former promiſes? Haſt thou 
nota conſtant proote by my pre- 
{er wordsare not thy eyes & cares 
ſufficient teſtimonies , but that 
thoumuſt alſo haue thy hands and 
face witneſſes of my preſence ? 
Touch mee not, O Aarre, for - Ho: 

oC 


- ary Magaalens 


doe decciue thy {tghr, or delude 
thy hearing , I canne as caſilie be- Þ - 
_ guile thy handand truſtrat thy fee- 
TT OritIbetruein any one, be- 1 
leeue me inall, andimbrace mee 
firſt in a firme faith, and then thou , 
ſhalt rouch me with more worthie } 
handes. It is now neceſfarie to 
weane thee from the comforte of | ” 
my external preſence, that thou n 
maylt learnetolodge mein theſe- | 


crets ofthy heart, and teach thy F 
choughresto ſupply the offices of 6 
outward ſences. For in this viſtble T 
ſhape I amnot heere longe to be 
ſecne,being ſhortly to aſcend vnto 
iny father: but what thy eye then | « 
ſceth not, thy heart tha!l feele,and y 
my filent parlce will find audience H 
in thy inward earc,.Yetif thou fea- St 
reit leaſt my aſcending ſhould bee 
ſo ſodeine, that if thou doeſt not | dj 
nowe takethy leaue of my teete, ” 

| | with. 
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with thy hamble kiſſes and louing 
_ teares, thouſhalt neuer finde the 

like oportrnitie againe, licence 
from thee that needleſſe ſuſpition, 
Iam not yet aſcended vntomy Fa-_ 
ther, and for all ſuch duties, there 
will bee a more conuenient time. 
But nowe goe aboute that which 
requireth more haſt, and runne 
tomy brethren andenform them 
what Ifay, thatI will goebetore 
them into Galilee, thereſhall they 

{ce me. 
Marie therefore preferring her 
Lords will before herowne wi(h, 
yer forrie rhat her will was woor- | 
thicof no better cuent ,- departed 
from him likea hungry infant pul- 
ledfroma full teate , ora,thirſtic 
Hartchaſed fro a ſiveet fountaine. 
Shee judged her ſelfe bat an vn- 
lucky meſlenger of moſtioyfull t1- 
dings, being baniſhed from her 
L ma!- 
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Mary Magdalens 


' maiſterspreſence, to cartic newes 


of his re{urre&tion, Alas(ſaith ſhe) 
and cannot others be happie with- 
out my vnhappineſle , or cannot 
theirgaines come in, butthrough 
my Joſle > Muſt the dawning of 
their day,be rhe euening of mine, 
and | my foule robbed of ſuch 
a treaſure, toenrich their eares?O 
my heart. returne thou to enioy 


him,why goeſt thouwith me, that 


am enforced to goe from him? In 
meethou art butin priſon, and in 
him is thy onely paradice. Ihaue 
buried thee long inough in for- 


mer ſorrowes, and yetnowe when - 


chou wert hafe reuiued, I am con- 
ſtrayned to carrie thee from the 
ſpring of life. Alas goſecke to bet- 
ter thy like in ſome more happie 


breſt,ſith I euill deſernin S Creature - 


am nothing different from that 
I was,butin hauing taken ataſt of 
| ; _ the 


8 
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the higheſt delight,that the know- 
ledge and want of irmight drown 
me in rhe deepeſt miſerie. 

Thus dutie leading , and love 


 with-holding her,ſhe gocth as faſt 


backeward in thought, as forward 
in pace, readic cft{oones to faynt 


| forgreefe,but that a firme hope to 


ſce him againe , did ſupport her 
weakeneſle. Shee often turned to- 
wards the Toombe to breath, dee- 

ming the very ayre that came from 


| theplace where hee ſtood, to haue' 


taken vertuc ofhis preſence,and to 


|hauein it arefreſhing force aboue 
. | ehe courſe of nature. Sometimes 


ſhee forgetteth her ſelfe, and loue 
carieth her in a golden deſtraCti- 
on,making her to imagine that her 
Lord ispreſent, and then ſhee ſee- 
meth to demaundhim queſtions, 
and to heare his aunſweres: ſhee 


dreameth thathis feete are in her 
| L 2 folded 


' Maury Magaalens 
folded armes, andthat hee giueth 
her ſoule a full repaſt of his com- 


forrs.But alas when ſheecommeth | 
to herſelte, and findeth-it butan | 
illufion; ſheeis {ſo much the more | 


ſorrie, in that the onely imagina- 


 tion,being ſodelightfull,ſhee was | 


_ notworthie to enioy the thing it 
ſelfe. And when ſheepaſſerh by 
thoſe places where her maiſter had 
beene: O ſtones (faith ſhee) howe 
much more happie are you than I 
molt wretched catiffe , ſithtoyou 
was not denicd thetouch of thoſe 
bleſſed feete, whereofmy euill de- 
ſerts haue now made me vnwoor- 
thie? Alas what crime haueIof 
late. committed, that hath thus 
cancelled me out of his good con- 
ceit,andeſtranged me from his ac- 
cuſtomed curteſte,had I but a leaſe 
ofhis loue,for terme of his life, or 
. didmy intereſt in his fete expire 


. with 
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with his deceaſſe? Inthem with 


my teares I write my firſt ſupplica- 


tion for mercie, whichl pointed 
with ſighs, foulded vp in my haire, 
and humblie ſealed with the im- 
preſſion of my lippes. They were 
the dores of my firſt entrance into 
his fauour, by which I was grati- 
oully entertained in his heart, and 
admitted to doe homage vnto his 


head, while it was yeta mortall- 
& s 4 . ” Fe. 

mirrour of immortall maieſtie, an... 

earthly ſeate of a heauenly wiſe- 


dome, containing in man a Gods 
fclicitic. - 
But alas I muſt be contented to 


beare a lower ſaile,& totake down - 
my deſires to farre meaner hopes, . 


ſith former - p96 hs nowe too 
high markes for me to aime ar. 


O myeyes why are youſo am- 


bitious of heauenly honours ? He 


is uowe to bright a Sunne forz, 
L 3 ſo / 


? Marie Magdalers 
ſo weake a fight: your looks areli- 
mitted to meaner light,youare the 
eves ofa bat, aud notof an Eagle: 
you mult hiible your ſelues tothe 
twilioht of inferior things & mea- 
| ſare your ſfghtes by your ſlender 
ſubſtance. Gaze not too much vp- 
pon the blaze” of eternitie, leaſt 
yon looſe your ſeluesin too'mulch 
ſelfe delight, and' being toocuri- 
Ons 111 Gifting his maicſtic,you bee 
in the end oppreſſed with his.glo- 
ric. No,no,fith Iam reieQed from 


his feete, howe can I otherwiſe 


preſyeme,bur that my wantof faith 
ath” diflodged mee out of his 
heart, and throwne mee out of all 
poſſeſſion of his minde and me= 
morie . Yet why ſhouldI ſtoupe 
to ſo baſe a feare? when want of 


faith was apreeved with wantof 


all goodneſle, he diſdained not to 
accept me for one of his number: 
| and 
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and (hall Inow thinke that he will 


£ for my faint belecte fo rigorouſly 


abandon me? And is the ſincerity 
of my loue , wherein he hath no 
partaer, of fo ſlender account,that 
ir may hothope torſome litle ſpark 
of his woonted mercie ? I will nor 
wrong him with ſovniutt a {uſpiti- 
on, fith his appearing improueth 


_ it, his wordes vuyerthrowe it, his 


countenance doth diflwadeit,why 
thEſhouldIſucke ſo much ſorrow 
out ofſovaine a ſurmile? 
Thus Mares traueling fanſtes, 
making long voyages in this ihort 
tournie, _ wauering betweenc 


- 


the Wftgihher viſion,8& the greeie 
of h&eniall, intertayned her 11 


the way, and held herparlie with 
ſich diſcourſes, as are incident in- 
tominds, in whichneither hope 15 
fulkmaiſter of the field, nor feare 


bath receiued an viter overthrow. 
oo, But 


Marie Magdalens 
But as ſhe was in this perplexed 


manner now falling, now riſing in” .|* 


her own vncertainties, ſhe findeth 
on the way, the other holy woman 
that firſt cie with her to the graue 
whom the angels had now aſſured 
of Chriſtes reſurre&tion . Andas 
they paſled all forwards towards 
the Les : Behold Ieſus met thems 
ſaying, All haile. But they came neere, 
and tooke hold of his fete, and adored 
 kim.Then eſus ſard-onta them, Feare 
not.Goe tell my bretheren that they gs 
intoGallilee there they ſpall ſee me. 
O Lord howe profound are thy 
iudgements,and vnſearchable thy 
counſels > doth her ſorrow fit fo 
ncer thy hart,or thy repuls reboiid 
with ſuch regret by ſeing her woti- 
ded loue blecde fo faſt at her eyes, 
that thy late refufall muſt ſo ſoone 
be requited with fo free a grit?Is it 
thy pitty,or herchige,which can- 


not 


abs 
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not allow that ſhe ſhould any lon- 
ger faſt from her earneſt longing? 
 ButO moſt mildephiſition, well 
knowſt thou that thy ibarp. corro- 
ſie,with bitter ſmartangred herte- 
der wound, which being rather 
cauſcd , by vnwitting 1gnorance- 
than wilfull error,was as foone cu- 
red as known, And therefore thou 
quickly applieſt a ſweer lenjtiue,to 
aſſivage her paine,thatſhgg might 
acknowledge ber forbidding , ra- 


.- therafatherly checke to hervnſet- 


led faith,then am auſtere reieting 
her for her fault. : And. therefore 
thouadmitteſt her to kiſſe thy feer, . 
the two canduits of grace,8 {cales 
of ourredemprtion , renewing her 
a charter ofthy vachanged:loue, 
andaccepting of her the vowed ſa» 

crifice ofher ſanCtified faule. 
And thus grations Lord haſt 
thou finiſhed ber fears, aſſured her 
= hopes 


Marie Magdalens 
hopes,fulfilled her deſires,fatisfied 
her loues,ſtinted her teares, perfe- 
Red her ioyes, & made theperiod 
of herexpiring greefes,the pream- 
blero hernoweentring,and neuer 
ending pleaſures. 

O how mercifull a Fat her hou 
art,to!&ftOrphanes, how eafie a 
iudge to repentanr ſfinners,8& how 
ck falta riend to fincere louets? 
It is mdoubtedly true, that thou 
neuerlcaueſt thoſe that loue thee, 
&thonToueſt ſnchas reft their at- 
fance in thee. They ſhall find thee 
liberat{aboue deſert; 8 botintifall 
beyotid hope: a meafurer of thy 
gitres,norby their merits, but thy 
ownemercic, 

O Chriſtian ſoule rake Marie for 
thymirrour, follow her affeftion 
thatlike effe&ts may follow thine, 
_*LearneO ſinfullman of this once 


a ſtnfull Woman, that ſinners may 
finde 
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finde Chriſt if their ſins bee amen- 
ded.Learne that whom fin looſeth, 
loue recouereth, whom faintneſle 
of faith chaſeth away, firmneſſe of 
hope recalleth, and that whichno 
other mortall force, fauouror po- 
licy ci copalle, the cotinued tears 
of a conſtant loue, ate able to ob- 
taine.Learne of Mary for Chriſtto 
fear no encoilters,out of Chriſt to 
deſire no cotorts, & with the loue 
of Chriſt to over-rule the lone of 
al things:Riſc early in the morning 
of thy good mations, and let them 
not ſlecpe in floth, when diligence 
may performe them. Run with re- 
pentanceto thy ſfinfull hart which 
ſhould haute beene the temple,bur 
through thy falt,was no better thi 
a Toimbe for Chriſt, fith having in 
thee no life to feel him, he {cemed 
vnto theeas if hee had been dead. 
Roule away the ſtone of thy for- 


ner hardnes, remoue all the heauy 
| OIEYS. 


Marie Magdalens 
loads thatoppreſle thee in ſin,and 
look into thy ſoule, whether thou 
canſt there frde the Lord.Ifthere 
be not within thee,ſtand weeping 
withour,& ſeek him in other crea- 
rures, ſithbeing preſent in all hee 
may be found anie. Let faith be 
thy eye, hope thy guide, and Joue 
thy light. Secke him,& not his:for 
himſelfe,andnot forhis gifts.Ifthy 
faith haue foiid him in acloud, [let 
thy hope ſeeke toſee him. If hope 
haue led thee toſee him , let loue 
ſeek further into him. To moue in 
theea deſire to find, his goods are 
pretious : and when he is found,to | 
keep thee ina deſire to ſeckyhis tre- _ 
ſures are infinit. Abſent,hemuſt be 
ſought to be had, being had , hee 
mult be ſought to bemoreenioyd, 
Seeke himtruely,andno other for 
him. Secky him purely,&no other 
thing wich him. Seckhim onely 8: 
nothing beſideshim, And ifar = 
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firſt ſcarch he appeare not, think ir 
notmuch to per ſener in teares,and 
to continue thy ſeeking.Stand vp- 
onthe carth treading vnder thee all 
earthly vanities, & tB&tiching them 
with no more than the ſoles of thy 
feer, that is with the loweſt & leaſt 
art of thy affeion. To looke the 
\wcaba in the tombe,bow downthy 
necke tothe yoke of humilitie,and 
ſtoup fro loftie and proud conceits 
that with humbled & lowly looks 
thou maiſt finde,whoſwelling and 
haughtie thoughts haue driuen a- 
way.A ſubmitted foul ſooneſt win- 
neth hisreturn,8 the deeper itſin- 
keth in aſelfe contepr,the higher it 
climeth in his higheſt fauors. And 
ifthou peceaueſt in thy Tombe of 
thy hart,the preſece ofhis two firſt 
meſlEgers that isat the feet ſorrow 
of thebad thatis paſt, and at the 
head, deſire toa better that is to 
come:entertaine them with fi ghes, 
an 


_ Mary Magaalens 

and welcome them wich penitent 
tears:yet reckening thE bur as her- 
bingers of thy Ld , ceaſe not thy 
ſeeking till thou findeſt himſelfe. 
And it he vouchſate thee with his 
glorious light, oftering bimlelfe ro 
thy inward eyes, preſume not of 
thy ſelfe tobe able to knowe him, 
bur as his ynworthy ſuppliant pro- 
ſtrate thy peticions vato him, that 
thou maiſt cruly diſcerne him, and 
faithfully ſerue him. Thus prepa- 
ringthee with difigence,commin 
with ſpeed, ſtanding with high lit- 
ted hopes,and [touping with incli- 
ned hart,if with 3{ary thou craveſt 
no other ſolace of Ieſus, but Iefus 
himſe!fe,he will anſwere thy teares 
with hispreſence, & aſſure thee of 


his preſence with his owne words, 


_ that having ſeen him thv ſelf,thou 


mailt make him known to others: 

faying with Marte, / hai ſeene our 

Lerd & theſe things he ſaid unto me. 
LAYS DEO, C- 


A” | (-* \*, "A 


AT LONDON, 


Printed for 7/illiam Leake, d wel: 
ling in Paules Church-yard, at 
the figne of the Holy 
Ghoſt, 
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